EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 2020-08

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF BASTROP, TEXAS, CONFIRMING AND RATIFYING THE
EMERGENCY ORDERS ISSUED BY THE MAYOR AS THE
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR, AS DESCRIBED IN
EXHIBIT A; PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS OF FACT, REPEALER,
SEVERABILITY, ENFORCEMENT, AND PENALTY; ESTABLISHING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND PROPER NOTICE AND MEETING.

WHEREAS, the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) has been recognized globally as a
contagious respiratory virus; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, Texas Governor Greg Abbott declared a State of
Disaster for all counties in Texas, and the President of the United States of America declared a
national emergency in relation to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, the Mayor issued a Declaration of Local Disaster to
allow the City of Bastrop to take measures to reduce the possibility of exposure to COVID-19 and
promote the health and safety of Bastrop residents; and

WHEREAS, Section 418.108 of the Texas Government Code provides that a declaration
of local disaster activates the City’s Emergency Management Plan; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of the declaration of local disaster, the Mayor issued certain
orders pursuant to Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code; and

WHEREAS, Section 3.15(b) of the Bastrop City Charter allows the City Council to adopt
an emergency ordinance relating to the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or
safety, and such emergency ordinances shall take effect immediately upon adoption and execution
without a second consideration; and

WHEREAS, Section 54.001 of the Texas Local Government Code generally provides the
maximum penalties for violations of municipal ordinances, rules, or police regulations; and

WHEREAS, Section 418.173 of the Texas Government Code provides that a local
emergency management plan may provide that failure to comply with the plan or with a rule, order,
or ordinance adopted under the plan is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000 or
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Bastrop, Texas, finds it reasonable and
necessary for the protection of the health and safety of the residents of the City of Bastrop to
confirm and ratify the orders issued by the Mayor pursuant to Chapter 418 of the Texas
Government Code, as described in Exhibit A; and



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BASTROP, TEXAS THAT:

SECTION 1. FINDINGS OF FACT: The foregoing recitals are incorporated into this
Emergency Ordinance by reference as findings of fact as if expressly set forth herein.

SECTION 2. CONFIRMATION & RATIFICATION: The City Council of the City
of Bastrop, Texas, in accordance with the authority vested in the governing body of the City of
Bastrop, Texas, by Section 418.108 of the Texas Government Code, hereby confirms and ratifies

the emergency orders issued by the Mayor in furtherance of the declaration of local disaster, as
described in Exhibit A.

SECTION 3. PUBLIC NOTICE: The City Secretary is hereby directed to give prompt
and general publicity to this Emergency Ordinance.

SECTION 4, CONFLICTS: In the case of any conflict between other provisions of this
Emergency Ordinance and any existing Ordinance of the City, the provisions of this Emergency
Ordinance will control. -

SECTION 5. SEVERABILITY: If any provision of this Emergency Ordinance or the
application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, that invalidity or the
unenforceability will not affect any other provisions or applications of this Emergency Ordinance
that can be given effect without the invalid provision.

SECTION 6. ENFORCEMENT: The City shall have the power to administer and
enforce the provisions of this Emergency Ordinance as may be required by governing law. Any
person violating any provision of this Emergency Ordinance violates Section 1.08.011 of the
Bastrop City Code. In accordance with Section 418.173 of the Texas Government Code, a
violation is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000 or confinement in jail for a
term not to exceed 180 days. Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed as a waiver of the City’s
right to bring a civil action to enforce the provisions of this ordinance and to seek remedies as
allowed by law and/or equity.

SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE: In accordance with Section 3.15(b) of the Bastrop
City Charter, this Emergency Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon passage.

SECTION 8. OPEN MEETING: It is hereby officially found and determined that the
meeting at which this Ordinance was passed was open to the public, and that public notice of the
time, place and purpose of said meeting was given as required by the Open Meetings Act, Texas
Government Code, Chapter 551.
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READ, ACKNOWLEDGED & APPROVED on the First & Final Reading on this, the 24th day
of March 2020.

APPROVED:

ATTEST:

1)

Ann’Franklin, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

7% /3(//0/1//@,‘

Alan Bojorquez, Clty rne
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Exhibit A



BASTROPTX ~EMERGENCY ORDER

Heatofthe ot Pines / . 62 OF THE MAYOR
v

RE: COVID-19
E.O. #2020-3
March 24, 2020

This Emergency Order is hereby enacted in accordance to the authority vested in my office
pursuant to Texas Government Code Chapter 418, City of Bastrop Home Rule Charter Section
3.08, City of Bastrop Code of Ordinances Article 1.08, the City of Bastrop Emergency
Management Plan, and the Declaration of Local Disaster executed on March 16, 2020, as
confirmed and extended by the City Council via Resolution R-2020-32 on March 16, 2020.

1. Closing Public Access to City Facilities: Public access to City Facilities is hereby
closed and suspended. Members of the public are not allowed to enter into or upon City
Facilities.

2. Purpose: This restriction is intended to hinder the spread of the COVID-19 virus by
furthering social distancing as advised by the U.S. CDC and Texas DSHS.

3. Definition: City Facilities is hereby defined as City Hall, municipal Historic Sites, the
City of Bastrop Convention and Exhibit Center, the Bastrop Public Library, Municipal
Court, Police Department, Fire Department, and all other city offices. The term includes
City parks and sports fields.

4. Application: This restriction does not apply to those with official positions with the City
of Bastrop, including City officers, employees, board / commission / committee
members, or the invited guests of City officers or employees who have a business-related
purpose for being at the City Facility.

5. Exceptions: This restriction does not apply to meetings mandated to be open to the
public by the Texas Open Meetings Act, Tex. Gov’t Code Ch. 551, or other law.

6. Duration: This restriction is temporary and shall be in effect for the duration of the
Local State of Disaster unless earlier repealed.

7. Penalty: It shall be unlawful for any person willfully to do any act forbidden by this
Emergency Order. Violations shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand



dollars ($1,000.00) or confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days for each
violation in accordance with City of Bastrop Code of Ordinances Section 1.08.011 and
[.01.009, and Texas Government Code Section § 418.173.

8. Repealer: Any prior or conflicting Emergency Order is hereby repealed to the extent
necessary to effectuate this Emergency Order.

[n my official capacity as Mayor and Emergency Management Director, I consider this action to
be reasonable, prudent, and necessary for the preservation of life, and disaster mitigation,
response, and recovery. This Order is critical to protecting the public health, safety and welfare.

THUS ORDERED:

City of Bastrop Emergency Order #3 Page 2
March 24, 2020



BASTROPTX ~EMERGENCY ORDER

et ofthe st Pins / . 62 OF THE MAYOR
Y Z

RE: COVID-19
E.O. # 2020- 4
March 24, 2020

1. Purpose: This limitation is intended to hinder the spread of the COVID-19 virus by
furthering social distancing as advised by the U.S. CDC and Texas DSHS.

2. Social Gatherings Maximum Occupancy Limitation: Social Gatherings are limited to ten
(10) people.

3. Social Distancing: People shall take reasonable steps to observe Social Distancing.

4. Restaurants & Bars: On-premises consumption of food or beverages at restaurants and
bars is prohibited. Sales from restaurants and bars are limited to Take Out / Pick Up, and
Delivery, only.

5. Gyms & Massage Studios: Gyms and Massage Studios are hereby closed to the public
(including members). This does not apply to those gym or massage facilities incorporated
into or adjacent to affiliated medical facilities, doctors’ offices, or physical rehabilitation
facilities.

6. Definitions:

¢ Social Gathering is hereby defined as interactions among individuals in small, medium
and large groups for community, fellowship, or social purposes.

» Social Distancing is deliberately increasing the physical space between people to
minimize close human interactions to avoid spreading illness. Staying at least six feet
away from other people lessens your chances of catching COVID-19.

7. Application: This maximum occupancy limitation shall apply regardless of whether the
gathering is indoors or outdoors. It shall include but is not limited to:

(a) public property, private property, and public accommodations.
(b) the common areas of hotels.



10.

11.

12.

13.

(¢) concerts, sporting events, seminars, conferences, religious services, festivals, parades, or
other types of assemblies. This list is not exhaustive.

Exceptions: This maximum occupancy limitation does not apply to on-duty employees
working in a business or essential services, including but not limited to hospitals, pharmacies,
grocery stores, daycares, convenience stores / gas stations or hotels. This limitation does not
apply to persons visiting places including grocery stores, pharmacies, convenience stores /
gas stations, and banks so long as Social Distancing is observed.

Duration: This Order is temporary and shall be in effect for the duration of the Local State
of Disaster unless earlier repealed.

Penalty: It shall be unlawful for any person willfully to do any act forbidden by this
Emergency Order. Violations shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand
dollars ($1,000.00) or confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days for each violation
in accordance with the City of Bastrop Code of Ordinances Section 1.08.011 and 1.01.009,
and Texas Government Code Section § 418.173.

Repealer: Any prior or conflicting Emergency Order is hereby repealed to the extent
necessary to effectuate this Emergency Order. Specifically repealed is E.O. # 2020- 2.

Authority: This Emergency Order is hereby enacted in accordance to the authority vested in
my office pursuant to:

Texas Government Code Chapter 418,

City of Bastrop Home Rule Charter Section 3.08,

City of Bastrop Code of Ordinances Article 1.08,

City of Bastrop Emergency Management Plan,

e Bastrop County Preparedness & Response Plan (Pandemic Influenza), and

e Declaration of Local Disaster executed on March 16, 2020 (as confirmed and extended
by the City Council via Resolution R-2020-32 on March 16, 2020).

Official Determination: In my official capacity as Mayor, Emergency Management
Director, and member of the Policy Coordination Group for Bastrop County, | consider this
action to be reasonable, prudent, and necessary for the preservation of life, and disaster
mitigation, response, and recovery. This Order is critical to protecting the public health,
safety and welfare.

THUS ORDERED:
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