[image: image1.jpg]TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

wé% Main Street 'Matters

A MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE TEXAS MAIN STREET PROGRAM





September 2010 • COMMUNITY HERITAGE DEVELOPMENT DIVISION • P.O. BOX 12276, AUSTIN, TX 78711 • 512.463.6092

[image: image3.jpg]



Spotlight on Hillsboro
(population 8,941)
Brandishing a new look in its downtown area, the City of Hillsboro is taking several steps forward and 130 years back.

That’s the central Texas city’s plan to capture the look of its past, using a streetscape project to produce a new, but historic, look. The Main Street project started in 2008, and while not complete, it is progressing quite nicely through the downtown area.

The ultimate goal is to revitalize the entire downtown complex, which squares around the historic Hill County Courthouse and spreads out several blocks over red brick buildings that date to the 1880s.

Completed recently were two blocks of East Elm Street, installing new sidewalks, bringing this section up to American Disability Act standards. Live oaks that had been planted in the 1960s and had overgrown buildings with roots pushing up sidewalks, have been removed, and planters with greenery, lighting, benches and modern trash receptacles have given the area a clean, more appealing look for visitors.
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The project has brought a new windstorm of renewal activity to the Hillsboro Main Street store fronts. Using support from the Main Street Program’s Improvement Incentive Fund, property owners have used funds to remodel façades and awnings and repaint store fronts. Scarcely a meeting of the committee goes by, says Main Street Chair Steve Smith, that it doesn’t have at least one proposal for support. One merchant, Johnson Cleaners, utilized the expertise of the Texas Historical Commission and help from Main Street to renew its storefront on East Elm Street, stimulating other activity from its neighbors.

Façade and awning work and painting are some of the improvements Hillsboro Main Street will support with funding. When a windstorm took the marquee off the Texas Theater, a former downtown movie house, the owners came to Main Street for help. Smith recently presented an $8,000 check as an incentive for restoring the marquee. 

More than $287,000 has been spent on the first two phases of Streetscape. The City of Hillsboro used grants from the Texas Capital Fund and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to do the work. While Phases one and two will be completed in September, focusing on the three blocks of East Elm Street, engineering work has been completed on Phase three, which will start soon on East Franklin and North Church streets. Phase two involves another HUD grant of $197,000 that will fund removal of trees, replace curbs, sidewalks, and ramps and install lighting along two blocks of East Franklin.
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In anticipation of the streetscape’s renewal of the historic look at downtown Hillsboro on East Franklin, the city and Hillsboro Independent School District (HISD) have added their own contributions. The school district purchased a 95-year-old bakery building on this boulevard. This beautiful restored historic structure will house the HISD’s alternative school.

The 100th anniversary rededication of the red brick Hillsboro City Hall on East Franklin last December heralded completion of restoration of the building that once served Hillsboro as its city hall and fire and police stations. The city spent $729,774 to renovate the historic structure with $315,000 coming from a 2007 bond issue and the rest from hotel/motel taxes. The renewal of Historic City Hall has revived the structure to house several municipal offices, city council meeting chambers, and a reception area for meetings and receptions.

On September 25 and 26, the popular Go Texan Cotton Pickin’ Fair will be staged around historic City Hall and the annual Roadside America’s Elm Street Rod Run will be on revitalized Elm Street. Blocks of downtown will be devoted to events attracting antique and classic car lovers and their displays and agriculturists celebrating the harvest of this year’s field crops (which historically has centered on the gathering of Hill County’s cotton crop) by raising funds for agricultural student scholarships through a barbecue cook-off.
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In conjunction with the Main Street renewal projects, the Hillsboro Historic Preservation Commission is drafting ordinances that will protect the integrity of the downtown structures, as well as a Registered National Historic District of residences that grace four tree-lined streets near the city’s center.

It’s all being done to bring a new life to historic Hillsboro, which next year will celebrate its 130th birthday as an incorporated city.

Thanks to Harry Wood, chair of the Promotions Committee for the Hillsboro Main Street Program for providing this article.

NEWS
SNAP/EBT at your Farmers Market: Seven Steps to Success



Creating a successful Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly food stamps) redemption program at your farmers market is more than acquiring the terminals, tokens, and signage. It’s about creating a strong infrastructure for the program; developing a sustainable funding strategy; understanding and meeting the needs of a diverse customer base; and creating community partnerships to extend the reach of the program through marketing, promotions, and incentives.

This handbook addresses the steps needed to set up SNAP and provides a comprehensive description of the elements necessary to make it successful. This handbook includes case studies of farmers markets from across the US—rural and urban, big and small, new and established—that successfully operate SNAP projects, and provides additional resources, such as recordkeeping templates, a sample customer survey, and links to organizational resources and other SNAP/EBT guides, to help you launch a successful SNAP project at your local farmers market. The handbook can be downloaded for free at www.pps.org/store/featured-items/snapebt-at-your-farmers-market-seven-steps-to-success 

Plan an Event for Texas Archeology Month
Each October, Texas Archeology Month (TAM) celebrates this spirit of discovery. It’s an opportunity for Texans to understand the: 
· Depth and richness of our heritage, from the former dwelling sites of prehistoric hunters to ancient shipwrecks and Civil War sites

· Historical significance of the state’s archeological sites

· Importance of proper archeological practices

· Contributions of professional and vocational archeologists
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The Texas Historical Commission (THC) is proud to sponsor TAM in association with the Texas Archeological Society and the Council of Texas Archeologists. Activities will include rock art tours, public digs, archeology fairs, storytelling, and more. A variety of printed materials  — manuals to help organizers plan an archeology fair or classroom project, TAM posters and educational brochures—are available at no charge to TAM event hosts. For more info, see: www.thc.state.tx.us/archeology/aatam.shtml 

Texas Downtown Association Celebrates 25 Years
TDA is 25 years old and is throwing a party! Join in on October 25 at the Driskill Hotel in Austin for a celebration. This event is co-sponsored by Preservation Texas, which is celebrating their 25th anniversary as well. For more information, call 512.472.7832 or email info@texasdowntown.org. Also, be sure to join TDA on Facebook.
AROUND THE STATE 
Levelland

Levelland Main Street made more than $700 from donations and profits on concessions at their Summer Sounds of Texas concert series in June. More than 80 volunteer hours were logged in during the concerts. Levelland also brought 6,000 visitors to downtown for Early Settlers Day on July 10—great job!
Longview
AlleyFest won Best of Three awards at the Texas Festival and Events Assocation conference last week in Houston! Best TV Promotion, Best Outdoor Billboard, Best Miscellaneous Printed Materials. Congratulations!
EVENTS
Please remember if you want one of your Main Street events posted here, email jill.robinson@thc.state.tx.us at least three weeks ahead of the month in which you want the posting.

Sept. 5, Cotulla

Cotulla Main Street’s third Annual Open Car Show will be held in Veterans Park, downtown Cotulla.  Registration is from 9 a.m.–noon with awards to be presented at 4 p.m. Fun for the entire family with plenty of good food and live music. For more information, email cotullamainstreet@yahoo.com 

Sept. 11, Rockwall
Main Street Rockwall and The Old Town Shoppes of Rockwall present the Second Annual Rockwall Rib Rub and Run. Teams will fire up their grills for a smokin’ hot barbecue competition in downtown Rockwall! Residents and visitors flock to the historic town square for a fun filled day featuring good music and good eats! After you participate in the morning 5K Fun Run hosted by Rockwall Running Center you can take it easy and stroll through the Shoppes of Old Town collecting the winning hand in the “Poker Stroll.” For more details, see http://mainstreet.rockwall.com.
Sept. 12, Bastrop
Bastrop Main Event will be held at 1109 Main Street. Come see indoor shopping at its’ best with many

name brands, clothing, designer handbags, household items, hand crafts, skin care items, jewelry, and more. Contact Shelia Boyland

512.303.2537 or michebagsbyshelia@yahoo.com 
Sept. 24–25, McKinney

McKinney meets Bavaria. Drawing on the colorful tradition that began in Munich, Germany in 1810, the McKinney Oktoberfest will represent many things to many people. We will celebrate our diversity with a cultural event that reflects the many contributions of German immigrants who settled in Texas. We will enjoy a fun, family-friendly event that will offer authentic German music, food and drink, traditional costumes, dancing, children’s activities, and much more.

Germans have a special word, Gemütlichkeit, suggesting a warm atmosphere of open and generous hospitality. That’s how we will welcome residents and friends of McKinney, as well as thousands of guests from our sister cities including many who have not yet come to know the great things to be offered by our dynamic community. As they wander our over 162-year-old downtown streets enjoying the attractions during the fest, they will experience our diverse array of vibrant specialty shops and restaurants for them to experience on return visits throughout the year.

For more information please visit www.downtownmckinney.com or contact McKinney Main Street at 972.547.2660.
Sept. 25, Waxahachie

Chautauqua Preservation Society Annual Assembly Program, “Rail Transportation, Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow”, Saturday, September 25th; a full day of programs in the beautiful Chautauqua Auditorium in Getzendaner Park.  For more information or to purchase tickets go to www.discoverculture.org.

Oct. 2, Bridgeport

Join in the celebration of Bridgeport’s history at the Coal Miner’s Heritage Festival. Festivities will include heritage demonstrations, arts, crafts, music, car show, Guitar Hero contests, entertainment, food and evening street dance. See www.bridgeportchamber.org 
Oct. 23, Elgin

23rd Annual Hogeye Festival will be held from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. in historic downtown Elgin. The festival is free and will include live music on two stages all day, handmade arts and crafts, delicious food, carnival kid’s activities, pork cook off, Sowpremes, Cow Patty Bingo, darts, desserts, costume pet parade, Road Hog Car Show, and fun for all ages. For more information, see www.elgintx.com/HOGEYE.ASP.
Bootstrap Bucks Header
CONFERENCES/
WORKSHOPS/ SUMMITS
Strengthening Trail 
Corridors Through 
Expanded Heritage 
Interpretation
You are cordially invited to Texas Forest Trail Region’s upcoming partner education event in Huntsville: Strengthening Trail Corridors Through Expanded Heritage Interpretation, with speaker, Roy Mann, renowned landscape architect.
· Where: The Historic Wynne Home Arts Center, 1428 11th Street, Huntsville 

· When:  Thursday, September 16, 2010, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 

· Who should attend:  parks and recreation managers, heritage tourism personnel/enthusiasts, city and county historical association members, museum and preservation professionals, garden and botanical society members, anyone interested—the public is invited 

· Fee: $25 includes lunch. Due to space considerations, workshop is limited to first 45 registrants.
For more information and to register, see:
www.TexasForestTrail.com/workshops

Registration will close automatically when the 45 slots are filled. Payment is only guarantee of reservation. No refunds offered, but substitutions are allowed.
Please contact our local host and Texas Forest Trail board member Kimm Thomas, Director of Tourism and Cultural Services for Huntsville, for assistance at KThomas@huntsvilletx.gov or call
936.291.9726

Texas Economic 
Development Council  (TEDC) Trainings
The TEDC will be offering  the following economic development sales tax trainings for 2010:

Oct. 5, Houston

Dec. 3, Austin

For details, see www.texasedc.org/node/70  

Texas Travel Industry Association (TTIA) Workshops
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TTIA is heading to a town near you  with its regional tourism workshop series! Don’t miss this valuable full-day workshop for tourism professionals. 

Bandera: Wednesday, Oct. 6 
Abilene: Thursday, Nov. 4
For details, see www.ttia.org 
GRANTS
Meadows Foundation
Arts and Culture Grants and 
Civic and Public Affairs Grants available with the Meadows Foundation. Applications accepted at any time, see
www.mfi.org/display.asp?link=QW61QZ.
THC History Museum Grant
The intent of this history museum grant through the Texas Historical Commission is to improve the standard of collections care in small history museums across Texas. Museums may apply for up to $1,000 for collections-related conservation and preservation services, supplies, and equipment. Popular uses of the funds include purchasing collections management software, acid-free storage supplies, steel storage furniture, environmental monitoring equipment, ultra-violet light filters, and professional conservator services. 

Deadline to apply is Sept. 8. See www.thc.state.tx.us/grantsincent/gramus.shtml. 
NOMINATIONS and DESIGNATIONS
National Trust Dozen Distinctive Destinations

Since 2000, the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Dozen Distinctive Destination program has recognized cities and towns that offer an authentic visitor experience by combining dynamic downtowns, cultural diversity, attractive architecture, cultural landscapes, and a strong commitment to historic preservation, sustainability, and revitalization. In each community, residents have joined together and taken action to protect their town’s character. Browse this site to learn more about these distinctive places. Apply today to become a Distinctive Destination! Deadline: Sept. 10. See www.preservationnation.org/travel-and-sites/travel/dozen-distinctive-destinations/ddd-guidelines.html 
2010–11 Calendar of Events
· Oct. 26–30, Austin
National Preservation Conference (www.preservationnation.org) 
· Nov. 9–12, El Paso
Texas Downtown Association/Texas Main Street Annual Conference, El Paso (www.texasdowntown.org) 
· Mar. 31–Apr. 2, 2011, Austin
THC Annual Historic Preservation Conference (www.thc.state.tx.us) 
· May 22–25, 2011, Des Moines, Iowa
National Main Streets Annual Conference (www.mainstreet.org) 
Websites of Interest
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation: www.achp.gov 
African American Heritage Preservation Foundation: www.aahpfdn.org
(The) Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation: www.ahlp.org 

American Institute of Architects: www.aia.org 
American Planning Association: www.planning.org 
American Society of Landscape Architects: www.asla.org
(The) Cultural Landscape Foundation: www.tclf.org 

Handbook of Texas Online: www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online 

Institute for Cultural Landscape Studies: www.icls.harvard.edu  

Keep Texas Beautiful: www.ktb.org 

League of Historic American Theaters: www.lhat.org 
National Main Street Center: www.preservationnation.org/main-street 

National Park Service: www.nps.gov 
National Trust for Historic Preservation: www.preservationnation.org 

Texas Department of Rural Affairs: www.tdra.state.tx.us 
Preservation Easement Trust: www.preservationeasement.org 
Preservation Directory: www.preservationdirectory.com 

Preservation Texas: www.preservationtexas.org 

Project for Public Spaces: www.pps.org 

Rails to Trails: www.railstotrails.org 

Sacred Places: www.sacredplaces.org 
Scenic America: www.scenic.org  

Texas Commission on the Arts: www.arts.state.tx.us 

Texas Downtown Association: www.texasdowntown.org 

Texas Folklife Resources: www.texasfolklife.org 

Texas Historical Commission: www.thc.state.tx.us 

Texas Parks and Wildlife: www.tpwd.state.tx.us 

Texas Rural Leadership Program: www.trlp.org 

Texas State Preservation Board: www.tspb.state.tx.us 

Urban Land Institute: www.uli.org 
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Texas Main Street Program

Texas Historical Commission

P. O. Box 12276
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Hill County Courthouse looms in the background of streetscape improvements to Elm Street in downtown Hillsboro
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The Hill County Courthouse, completed in 1891, was rebuilt after a fire gutted it in 1993
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Formerly the Gebhardt Bakery built in 1915, this building has been renovated to house the HISD’s alternative school and ancilliary offices
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Thanks to New Braunfels for a super Summer Main Street Training and Preserve America Workshop
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Top: Installation of benches, planters, and new lighting have been a part of the streetscape project in Hillsboro


Bottom: Johnson Cleaners (right) has spearheaded a paint-up, fix-up campaign by property owners along East Elm Street's new streetscape in Hillsboro
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The renaissance revival architecture of Hillsboro City Library, previously the U.S. Post Office built in 1913, got a new look when oak trees were removed from blocking the view of the building and its new street sculpture of a man reading to a little girl
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Historic City Hall in Hillsboro underwent a year of renovation from the previous city hall and fire and police stations into a council chambers/meeting room and municipal offices
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