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Spotlight on Freeport
(population 12,494)
Imagine a downtown in suspended animation. The central park is lush and green with palm trees, mature shrubs and flowering plants. New benches and trash receptacles line the street and music wafts through the park from concealed speakers. Very little disturbs the wild parrots that fly among the trees beyond the whoosh of cars and the gentle thrum of shrimp boats nearby on the Brazos River.

Local lore has it that once upon a time, one could barely navigate the crowded sidewalks. Then the mall moved in 10 miles to the north and Freeport’s beautiful downtown was left to decay. 
Challenging times have included a marina project adjacent to the downtown, which promised to attract businesses to the abandoned buildings, but as litigation and lack of progress dragged into years, entrepreneurs turned their attention elsewhere. Locals heard the familiar phrase like the wistful echoes of a lost dream, “When the marina comes...”

Unable to convince anyone to invest money in a new business downtown, the Main Street board decided to be the catalyst and demonstrate that an open storefront could be viable in downtown Freeport. The board persuaded the city council to turn over a city-owned building to house a museum, gift shop and possibly the local Main Street office.
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Main Street’s timeline had the museum on track to open by January 1, 2010, but the project has gained much support and may be ready well before then. The Texas Main Street Program presented a façade rendering and the building was recently finished (see pictures). New air conditioning units have been placed, interior walls have been scrubbed and repaired and new flooring and lighting are being installed. A splash fountain is also being constructed in the park to help cool off visitors who come to visit. In these crucial times for the local Main Street program, this is a project that everyone can support. 
In May, focusing on preserving those cherished memories of Freeport past, the Main Street board hosted its first oral history project for local seniors at the museum. This was so successful that many suggested it become a regular event. One long-time resident’s daughter suggested that Main Street take the show on the road and visit local nursing homes to gather stories from those who cannot get out to visit. 
As it stands today, and thanks to the hard work of dedicated volunteers, the city’s heritage will finally have a place of pride. Once it has been proven that people will come downtown, entrepreneurs may be convinced to come here, too. As new Main Street managers are often told in training, progress is incremental. By maintaining a quality effort, Main Street hopes to show that historic downtown Freeport is worth saving.  

Thanks to Mary Lee Stotler, manager of the Freeport Main Street Program for providing this article.


NEWS
Meet Me in Port Townsend Local Marketing Campaign
“Meet Me in Port Townsend” was featured on August 20 as an online article on the National Main Street web site. Nearly 95 percent of Port Townsend’s downtown businesses are locally owned and the consequences of a very severe winter and the economic downturn were definitely being felt here. This campaign includes regional and local print/online ads, rotating special feature days in participating stores, a campaign-specific web site, video clips, e-postcards and special in-store events downtown. See how Port Townsend created this marketing campaign for its distinctive historic commercial district at www.preservationnation.org/main-street/main-street-news/story-of-the-week/2009/meet-me-in-port-townsend.html 
New Publication: 
Revitalizing Main Street

Revitalizing Main Street: A Practitioner’s Guide to Commercial District Revitalization is the National Main Street Center’s latest publication. It discusses how the Four Points of Main Street work together while delving into the topics that set the foundation for a successful commercial district. Chapters on parking, transportation, heritage tourism, zoning and planning complement sections on raising funds, working with volunteers, and preserving and reusing historic resources. Details of successful Main Street efforts will prove inspiring for executive directors and board members alike. See: www.preservationbooks.org/Bookstore.asp?Item=1361 
An online supplemental content to this publication is available for free at: www.preservationnation.org/main-street/resources/public/Revitalizing-Main-Street.html 
Shine a Light on a Great Small Business

American Express, in partnership with NBC Universal, invites you to share a story about a small business you find inspiring and nominate it for an opportunity to win $100,000 in grant and marketing support for that business. Nominated stories only need 50 spotlights to be considered by the judges. If you don’t have a story to share, you can participate by viewing, endorsing and voting on other nominated stories. Deadline is Sept. 13. See http://shinealight.ivillage.com/. Be sure to use the tips and tools on this web site to get the word out about your nomination and rally votes. 

Nominate a small business today and you could win $3,000. 
AROUND THE STATE
Georgetown

Recently, Georgetown was listed by Money magazine as #45 on “100 Best Places to Live,” and, Williamson Co. was listed on AOL.com as #6 on America’s Fastest Growing Counties.  Nineteen Texas counties made the list.
Georgetown and McKinney

Congratulations to these two Texas Main Street cities for each having one of their downtown stores listed among the Top 45 Best Stores in Texas on ShopAcrossTexas.com  

www.shopacrosstexas.com/BestStoresInTexas.html. Check it out.
Plainview
The Texas Center for Rural Entrepreneurship (TCRE) energizes rural entrepreneurs to start and grow 
economically successful businesses, creates entrepreneurial supportive communities within which businesses can flourish and provides value-added services to those assisting rural entrepreneurs. Congratulations to the Texas Main Street city of Plainview for the first certification as an Entrepreneur Ready Community. This organization, known as PEGA (Plainview Entrepreneur Guide Alliance), got its early start a couple of years ago when Eric Turner, local Main Street and CVB director, and Paul Henderson, with South Plains College Plainview campus, attended a Rural Entrepreneurship Support Network curriculum workshop in Levelland. More than one year later, they have already met with 27 entrepreneurs during the development phase. 
EVENTS

Please remember if you want one of your Main Street events posted here, email jill.robinson@thc.state.tx.us at least three weeks ahead of the month in which you want the posting.


Sept.  4–6, Freeport

Cool blues end a hot summer at the Summertime Blues Festival. This family-oriented event features live music, biker games, biker run, triathlon, kids area, stunt shows, great food, vendors, artwork, fireworks and more. Come enjoy Freeport’s small-town hospitality. Call 979.233.3526 or visit http://freeportmainstreet.com/summertimeblues.aspx. 

Sept. 9, Elgin

Where will you be on September 9, 2009?  Creating a picture of  “A Day in the Life of Elgin Texas,” the Elgin Historical Association (EHA) asks people to take pictures of life in Elgin and the surrounding rural area on September 9.  EHA wants pictures of people doing everyday things in Elgin and their surroundings: at work, at school, at the grocery store, in the kitchen or the yard, on the street, in the barn. Citizens can also send photos of buildings and places, maybe little corners of town or country that one finds special. The Day in the Life of Elgin project aims to compile a picture of the town and its activities on a typical day. The results of the survey will be displayed in a museum exhibit as soon as we can print all the photos. All the pictures will be kept in the Museum Photo collection in archival conditions. All photos must be taken on September 9!  Everyone who comes in will get a sticker to show that they participated. For more information, call Ann Helgeson, at 512.285.2000.

Sept. 12, Mineola
A 10-year dream will come to fruition with the grand opening of the Mineola Museum of Transportation and History. From the time the city purchased the 1937 depression-era postal facility in 1998, ideas, dreams, fundraisers and hard work have been put forth to achieve the goal to make this building a historic museum. The results are a variety of scenes that display the memorabilia donated from throughout, not only the community, but from across the state. Museum board member, Sharon Chamblee, devoted years to encouraging the directors to help gather historic facts, memorabilia, and artifacts to fill the 14 different scenes. Chamblee also traced down California artist, Bernard Zakheim, whose father painted an original mural in 1938 titled, the Horse and Buggy Give Way to Modern Methods of Mail Transportation. The mural was exposed to water damage and deteriorated and could not be used. The son and grandson of Mr. Zakheim recreated the original, delivered it to Mineola and attended a special ceremony as the mural was hung in the future museum. This is an exciting event to host and a great tourist attraction. The event will be from 1-5 p.m. Texas Downtown Association/Texas Main Street Conference attendees in November will have the opportunity of visiting this treasure.
Sept. 12, Rockwall
Rockwall Rib Rub and Run will be held downtown from 8 a.m.–8 p.m. A barbecue competition (Rib Rub!), live music, fun run, children’s activities and a Poker Stroll through the Old Town Shoppes on the Square are on tap for the all day event. For more information visit www.rockwall.com and click on the “Happening Now” tab or call Bethany Golden at 972.772.6400.
Sept. 17–20, Grapevine

Grapevine’s 23rd annual GrapeFest —Lone Star Grown, Internationally Known — will once again celebrate the best of Texas wine. Come enjoy award-winning wine and culinary treats perfectly paired with the fun and excitement of historic downtown Grapevine at the largest wine festival in the Southwest. Voted one of the top 100 events in the USA and Canada for 2009 by the American Bus Association, this year’s GrapeFest will entice wine and culinary enthusiasts from around the world to gather for an event-filled weekend rich in character and tradition. Wine lovers and their families are invited to experience a number of activities, including: Grapevine Winery Tasting Room Tours, Culinary Pavilion, GrapeFest Tennis Classic, KidZone, Grape Stomp, The People’s Choice Wine Tasting Classic — the largest consumer-judged wine competition in the nation, six stages of entertainment and much more. Named for the wild Mustang grapes that blanketed the land when settlers first arrived to the area in 1844, the city of Grapevine is an internationally recognized leader and trendsetter in the wine industry. The annual festival showcases this historic town and its love for Texas wine while putting the State of Texas on the map for all wine connoisseurs. For more information, call the Grapevine Convention & Visitors Bureau at 800.457.6338 or 817.410.3185 or visit www.GrapevineTexasUSA.com/GrapeFest
Sept. 26, McKinney

McKinney meets Bavaria for Oktoberfest. Drawing on the colorful tradition that began in Munich, Germany in 1810, the McKinney Oktoberfest will represent many things to many people.  We will celebrate our diversity with a cultural event that reflects the many contributions of German immigrants who settled in Texas.  We will enjoy a fun, family-friendly event that will offer authentic German music, food and drink, traditional costumes, dancing, children’s activities, and much more.

Germans have a special word, gemütlichkeit, suggesting a warm atmosphere of open and generous hospitality. That’s how we will welcome residents and friends of McKinney, as well as thousands of guests from our sister cities including many who have not yet come to know the great things to be offered by our dynamic community.  As they wander our over 161-year-old downtown streets enjoying the attractions during the fest, they will experience our diverse array of vibrant specialty shops and restaurants for return visits throughout the year. The event will take place from 10 a.m.–11 p.m. in historic downtown. For more information please visit www.downtownmckinney.com or contact McKinney Main Street at 972.547.2660.

Sept. 26, Graham

Graham Main Street Western Heritage Days will be held on the downtown square from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Activities will include a chuck wagon cook-off and dinner, concerts, street dance, bluegrass band competition, merchandise, museum exhibits and a longhorn display.
Oct. 10, Mineola
Mineola will celebrate its 20th anniversary of Main Street on Saturday in historic downtown. Kicking off the day will be a luncheon honoring all past Main Street Mineola directors, board members and city council members who were vital to the program’s many successes. Walking tours of historic downtown and nature preserve tours will be available at 2 p.m. The Museum of Transportation and History and the Railroad Depot Museum will be open for public tours from 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. To continue the celebration, the Main Street Board of Directors will host an evening event beginning at 6:30 p.m. The program will include the “1st Annual Mineola Main Street Idol” competition. A disc jockey with an open mic for the public will spin crowd-pleasing dance favorites following the Idol contest. Mineola has seen many Main Street successes in 20 years and this will be a time to reflect and celebrate its achievements.

Bootstrap Bucks Header
CONFERENCES/
WORKSHOPS
TTIA Regional Tourism Workshops
The Texas Travel Industry Association is offering regional workshops to help you rein in the power of tourism in your communities. Each workshop will be an intense day with industry experts offering stimulating and information-packed presentations, including the latest information and innovative tools and strategies to help Texas communities build and sustain local tourism success. 
Workshop information:

Oct. 15, Seguin

Nov. 4, Rockport

See www.ttia.org/events/event_list.asp.

Texas Economic Development Council Trainings
The Texas Economic Development Council (TEDC) will be offering the following economic development sales tax trainings:

September 28, 2009, San Antonio 

Hyatt River Walk 

October 16, 2009, Tyler 

Holiday Inn South Broadway 

November 20, 2009, Houston 

Holiday Inn Hotel and Towers 

December 4, 2009, Austin 

Courtyard Marriott
TTIA Summit

The Texas Travel Industry Association Summit 2009 will be held in Arlington Sept. 27–30 with four value-packed days of education, inspiration, networking, business opportunities and more. See www.ttia.org/events/event_details.asp?id=31015.

Destination Business Seminar by Jon Schallert in Nacogdoches

Business owners in Nacogdoches and surrounding areas have the opportunity to hear nationally known business consultant Jon Schallert when he comes to Nacogdoches on Oct.  6. Schallert will present his acclaimed business improvement session, “Increasing Your Profits to Become a Destination Business.” As part of his visit to the area, Schallert will also conduct a marketing roundtable with seminar attendees to discuss pertinent business issues.
Schallert’s sessions teach independent business owners how to turn their businesses into consumer “destinations” that attract customers from many miles away, past other competitive outlets. Schallert’s consulting firm, The Schallert Group, Inc., is noted for providing competitive tools to independent business owners that are typically used exclusively by large corporate chains to dominate a marketplace. Those wanting to learn more about Schallert prior to his visit are encouraged to visit his company website at www.JonSchallert.com. 
Business owners interested in attending may call the Nacogdoches CVB at 936.564.7351 or visit www.visitnacogdoches.org for more information.  Registration is $125 for non-Nacogdoches residents, and $50 for local residents.

Questions?  Contact Jon Schallert at 303.774.6522, by fax at 866.653.1336, by email at info@JonSchallert.com .
As an added bonus, there will be a Murder on Main Street mystery dinner and theatre cook out the Monday evening before from 6–8 p.m for only $25. Contact Sarah O’Brien obriens@ci.nacogdoches.tx.us. 
AWARD NOMINATIONS

Be One of the Dozen Distinctive Destinations in America in 2010
Join your fellow Texas Main Street City, New Braunfels (2005), and nominate your community as one of the 2010 Dozen Distinctive Destinations (DDD) in America! The DDD program recognizes unique cities and towns that are working to preserve their historic character, promote heritage tourism, enhance their community and encourage others to enjoy all they have to offer. Each year since 2000, the National Trust for Historic Preservation has selected 12 destinations across America that offer an authentic visitor experience by combining dynamic downtowns, diverse cultural activities, attractive architecture and a strong commitment to historic preservation, sustainability and revitalization.

By popular demand, the deadline to apply has been extended to September 10. Nominate your community and be recognized as one of the most distinctive places in America! 

New this year…the public will vote on a "fan favorite" from among the 12 selected destinations. The winner of the popular vote will be announced in early March of 2010.
What Makes Your Community Distinctive?
An Authentic Experience.
A Dynamic Downtown.
A Commitment to Preservation.
A Green Ethic.
A Heritage Tourism Infrastructure.
Check out the National Trust for Historic Preservation web site for details at www.preservationnation.org/travel-and-sites/travel/dozen-distinctive-destinations/ 
Preservation Texas 2010 Honor Awards

This annual honor awards program recognizes accomplishments in historic preservation across the state that inspire us all and encourage us in our efforts to protect the historic resources of Texas. It is our desire to give local communities the opportunity to honor their preservationists and share their accomplishments with others. Applications must be postmarked by Sept. 30, 2009.  

For more information, please visit 

www.preservationtexas.org/programs/honor.htm.
2009 Calendar of Events
· November 3–6, Tyler

Texas Downtown Association/Texas Main Street Annual Conference

2010 Calendar of Events
· Jan. 20-21, Georgetown, Texas

Board training (will end at noon on Jan. 21)

· Jan. 20-22, Georgetown, Texas

Training for new Main Street managers

· Feb. 17-19, (city to be determined), Texas

Preserve America Workshop combined with Main Street Annual Meeting

· Apr. 22-24, Houston, Texas

Texas Historical Commission Annual Conference

· May 2–5, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

National Main Streets Conference

Web Sites of Interest

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation: www.achp.gov 
African American Heritage Preservation Foundation: www.aahpfdn.org
(The) Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation: www.ahlp.org 
American Institute of Architects: www.aia.org 
American Planning Association: www.planning.org 
American Society of Landscape Architects: www.asla.org
(The) Cultural Landscape Foundation: www.tclf.org  
Handbook of Texas Online: www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/ 
Institute for Cultural Landscape Studies: www.icls.harvard.edu   
Keep Texas Beautiful: www.ktb.org 
League of Historic American Theaters: www.lhat.org 
National Main Street Center: www.mainstreet.org 
National Park Service: www.nps.gov 
National Trust for Historic Preservation: www.nthp.org   
Office of Rural Community Affairs: www.orca.state.tx.us  
Preservation Easement Trust: www.preservationeasement.org/home 
Preservation Directory: www.preservationdirectory.com 
Preservation Texas: www.preservationtexas.org 
Project for Public Spaces: www.pps.org 
Rails to Trails: www.railstotrails.org 
Sacred Places: www.sacredplaces.org 
Scenic America: www.scenic.org   
Texas Commission on the Arts: www.arts.state.tx.us 
Texas Downtown Association: www.texasdowntown.org 
Texas Folklife Resources: www.texasfolklife.org 
Texas Historical Commission: www.thc.state.tx.us 
Texas Parks and Wildlife: www.tpwd.state.tx.us  
Texas Rural Leadership Program: www.trlp.org  
Texas State Preservation Board: www.tspb.state.tx.us 
Urban Land Institute: www.uli.org 
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Freeport Museum building in	Freeport Museum rendering	Freeport Museum finished.


November 2008.	from the Texas Main Street office.
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Welcome to Freeport banners.
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