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Spotlight on Mineola
(population 5,179)
Mineola Celebrates 20 Years of Main Street

Since 1989, Mineola has been a Texas Main Street City. The 20 years since our designation has sped by so quickly and the community has been greatly rewarded through our partnership with the Texas Historical Commission. 

Through strong, devoted leadership and hard working, loyal volunteers, the Main Street program thrived. So many goals and projects were set by the 

advisory board and every thing seemed to happen as envisioned. It has been amazing to see the effort and effects that hard work achieved. Although the ages of the board members leans toward seniors, the time and talents they lend to the program is ageless.

Highlights of accomplishments during the past 20 years include:
· [image: image3.jpg]


Since 1996 when AMTRAK Texas Eagle designated Mineola a daily station stop, the Depot has been totally renovated (a TXDOT grant). Ridership continues to increase and the Railroad Museum housed inside draws tourists.

· Mineola was part of the original group that organized a tri-state AMTRAK Marketing Coalition, TEMPO. TEMPO is active and involved in the marketing and promotion of the train, meets quarterly and has approximately 90 plus members.

· Another organization, East Texas Corridor Council (Mineola is one of the original founders), was formed in 2004 to secure higher speed rail for the Texas Eagle route along the South Central corridor, from Little Rock, Arkansas to San Antonio. This organization meets quarterly and encompasses some 45 municipalities. Main Street manager serves on the board of directors.

· Mineola Main Street hosts a Wine Fest aboard AMTRAK every spring that is a popular fund -raiser. It is a themed event that includes wine tasting, lunch and an overnight stay in Fort Worth. The participation has grown from filling one car to two and this year three cars are reserved. All proceeds are used for our downtown businesses matching grants for exterior renovations.

· The program has been recognized at not only the local and state levels, but nationally through the many awards received from outstanding projects we implemented.

· Under the umbrella of Main Street are the Landmark Commission, the museum board and tourism. Each board promotes various interests, through organizing and implementing projects.
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· The Landmark Board has been the leader in obtaining historic markers throughout our community. Tourism works to attract tourists to the city through working travel shows, promotion and marketing and advertising.

· Currently the museum board is about to live a dream they have worked on for 10 years. A grand opening will be held Saturday, Sept. 12, 2009 for the Museum of Transportation and History in the former historic post office building. A tour of the museum will lead visitors through 15 scenes filled with artifacts and treasures that re-create past history and offer the opportunity to stroll down memory lane. This museum will be a great tourist attraction.

· Our 20th anniversary celebration of being part of the Texas Main Street program will be Saturday, Oct. 10, 2009. This event begins at noon and ends with special evening entertainment. A luncheon will be held to honor current and former managers, board members, city officials and sponsors. Afternoon walking tours of historic downtown will be given. There will be a Main Street “IDOL” contest that evening and a karaoke DJ has been booked to top off the festivities with singing and dancing the night away.

· Downtown continues to thrive. The most recent new business is a special events venue in one of our most beautiful downtown historic homes. This is a very upscale venture that will add to our revenues greatly. We have only a few empty retail spaces and that is outstanding during this economic downturn.

· Through the combined efforts of various members of the Main Street advisory board and other interested citizens, Mineola earned the title of Certified Retirement Community through the Texas Department of Agriculture.
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Main Street continues to be the heartbeat of the community. We are continuing to step forward with successful strides in historic preservation, economic growth and a marketing and promotions program that foster on going growth within the city. We hope to have many future celebrations with the Texas Main Street program.

You are invited to Share Our Celebration on Oct. 10!

Thanks to Lynda Rauscher, manager of the Mineola Main Street Program for providing this article.


NEWS
Texas Archeology Month
Each October, Texas Archeology Month (TAM) celebrates this spirit of discovery. It's an opportunity for Texans to understand the: 
· Depth and richness of our heritage, from the former dwelling sites of prehistoric hunters to ancient shipwrecks and Civil War sites. 

· Historical significance of the state's archeological sites. 

· Importance of proper archeological practices. 

· Contributions of professional and vocational archeologists. 

The Texas Historical Commission (THC) is proud to sponsor Texas Archeology Month in association with the Texas Archeological Society and the Council of Texas Archeologists. Activities will include rock art tours, public digs, archeology fairs, storytelling and more. Descriptions of planned events along with dates and locations are available at www.thc.state.tx.us/archeology/aatam.shtml.

Around the State


San Angelo
Texas Monthly magazine recognized Miss Hattie’s Café in downtown San Angelo as serving one of the 50 best hamburgers in Texas. This distinction was made by Texas Monthly in their August issue and compliments owner Brenda Gunter and her staff. For those of you who were in Sonora for summer training, Brenda Gunter spoke about promotional events in San Angelo.
EVENTS
Please remember if you want one of your Main Street events posted here, email jill.robinson@thc.state.tx.us at least three weeks ahead of the month in which you want the posting.

Oct. 3, Bridgeport

Join in the celebration of Bridgeport’s history at the Coal Miner’s Heritage Festival. Festivities will include heritage demonstrations, arts, crafts, music, car show, Guitar Hero contests, entertainment, food and evening street dance. 
Oct. 10, Carthage

[image: image6.jpg]


The East Texas Oil and Gas Blast is celebrating the natural resources of Panola County by creating family entertainment with an event honoring the oil and gas industry through Economic Development promoting community pride through education and tourism. The Arts and Crafts Show promises lots of friendly oil and gas folks with plenty of East Texas hospitality, and the best country music in Texas. Come help us celebrate this great day. Don't miss out on this all day Saturday fun! See www.carthagetexas.com/Chamber/blast.htm 
Oct. 10, Luling

Enjoy visiting the past as an array of beautiful quilts line the downtown sidewalks and buildings of historic Luling at the Davis Street Quilt Show.


Oct. 10, Mineola
Mineola will celebrate its 20th Anniversary as a Main Street on Saturday in historic downtown. Kicking off the day will be a luncheon honoring all past Main Street Mineola directors, board members and city council members who were vital to the program’s many successes. Walking tours of historic downtown and nature preserve tours will be available at 2 p.m. The Museum of Transportation and History and the Railroad Depot Museum will be open for public tours from 1 – 5 p.m. To continue the celebration, the Main Street Board of Directors will host an evening event beginning at 6:30 p.m. The program will include the “1st Annual Mineola Main Street Idol” competition. A disc jockey with an open mic for the public will spin crowd-pleasing dance favorites following the Idol contest. Mineola has seen many Main Street successes in 20 years and this will be a time to reflect and celebrate its achievements.

Oct. 24, Bastrop

Art on the Courthouse Green will take place at Pine and Water streets from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Meet the local artists, shop for your next treasure and support our local talent. Call 512.332.0068 for more information.

Oct. 31, Bastrop

The 2009 Halloween Festival will be the biggest ever held in downtown Bastrop. Get the whole family in costume and come downtown for fun, costume contest for all ages, lip-sync contest, and much more. Call 512.332.0068 for more information.

Bootstrap Bucks Header
CONFERENCES/
WORKSHOPS
TTIA Regional Tourism Workshops
The Texas Travel Industry Association is offering regional workshops to help you rein in the power of tourism in your communities. Each workshop will be an intense day with industry experts offering stimulating and information-packed presentations, including the latest information and innovative tools and strategies to help Texas communities build and sustain local tourism success. 
Workshop information:

Oct. 15, Seguin

Nov. 4, Rockport

See www.ttia.org/events/event_list.asp.

Texas Economic Development Council Trainings
The Texas Economic Development Council (TEDC) will be offering the following economic development sales tax trainings:

October 16, 2009, Tyler 

Holiday Inn South Broadway 

November 20, 2009, Houston 

Holiday Inn Hotel and Towers 

December 4, 2009, Austin 

Courtyard Marriott
Destination Business Seminar by Jon Schallert in Nacogdoches

Business owners in Nacogdoches and surrounding areas have the opportunity to hear nationally known business consultant Jon Schallert when he visits Nacogdoches on Oct.  6. Schallert will present his acclaimed business improvement session, “Increasing Your Profits to Become a Destination Business.”  As part of his visit, Schallert will also conduct a marketing roundtable with seminar attendees to discuss pertinent business issues.
Schallert’s sessions teach independent business owners how to turn their businesses into consumer “destinations” that attract customers from many miles away, past other competitive outlets. Schallert’s consulting firm, The Schallert Group, Inc., is noted for providing competitive tools to independent business owners that are typically used exclusively by large corporate chains to dominate a marketplace. Those wanting to learn more about Schallert prior to his visit are encouraged to visit his company web site at www.JonSchallert.com. 
Business owners interested in attending may call the Nacogdoches CVB at 936.564.7351 or visit www.visitnacogdoches.org for more information. Registration is $125 for non-Nacogdoches residents and $50 for local residents.

Questions? Contact Jon Schallert at 303.774.6522, by fax at 866.653.1336 or by email at info@JonSchallert.com.
2009 Calendar of Events
· November 3–6, Tyler

Texas Downtown Association/Texas Main Street Annual Conference

2010 Calendar of Events
· Jan. 20-21, Georgetown, Texas

Board training (will end at noon on Jan. 21)

· Jan. 20-22, Georgetown, Texas

Training for new Main Street managers

· Feb. 17-19, (city TBD), Texas

Preserve America Workshop combined with Main Street Annual Meeting

· Apr. 22-24, Houston, Texas

Texas Historical Commission Annual Historic Preservation Conference

· May 2–5, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

National Main Street Conference

Web Sites of Interest

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation: www.achp.gov 
African American Heritage Preservation Foundation: www.aahpfdn.org
(The) Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation: www.ahlp.org 
American Institute of Architects: www.aia.org 
American Planning Association: www.planning.org 
American Society of Landscape Architects: www.asla.org
(The) Cultural Landscape Foundation: www.tclf.org  
Handbook of Texas Online: www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/ 
Institute for Cultural Landscape Studies: www.icls.harvard.edu   
Keep Texas Beautiful: www.ktb.org 
League of Historic American Theaters: www.lhat.org 
National Main Street Center: www.mainstreet.org 
National Park Service: www.nps.gov 
National Trust for Historic Preservation: www.nthp.org   
Office of Rural Community Affairs: www.orca.state.tx.us  
Preservation Easement Trust: www.preservationeasement.org/ 
Preservation Directory: www.preservationdirectory.com 
Preservation Texas: www.preservationtexas.org 
Project for Public Spaces: www.pps.org 
Rails to Trails: www.railstotrails.org 
Sacred Places: www.sacredplaces.org 
Scenic America: www.scenic.org   
Texas Commission on the Arts: www.arts.state.tx.us 
Texas Downtown Association: www.texasdowntown.org 
Texas Folklife Resources: www.texasfolklife.org 
Texas Historical Commission: www.thc.state.tx.us 
Texas Parks and Wildlife: www.tpwd.state.tx.us  
Texas Rural Leadership Program: www.trlp.org  
Texas State Preservation Board: www.tspb.state.tx.us 
Urban Land Institute: www.uli.org 
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Texas Main Street Program

Texas Historical Commission

P. O. Box 12276

Austin, TX  78711-2276

512/463-6092, Fax 512/463-5862
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New benches for downtown Mineola
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Mineola Depot at Christmas
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Theater exhibit in the new Mineola 


Historical Museum that opened Sept. 2009.
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Downtown Mineola
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