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Spotlight on Bay City
(population  19,675 )

The downtown historic district in Bay City is a gateway to unique shopping experiences for all who 

visit Bay City. Many locally owned stores offer a variety of items for your home, clothing/shoes, jewelry, western wear, scrapbooking materials, and specialty stationary. After a day of shopping, several places entice the visitor to relax and enjoy a cup of coffee, ice cream, glass of wine, or excellent meal. 
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The downtown historic district which surrounds the courthouse square, notes the wealth of architectural detail brought back to its former beauty when built decades ago. Bay City Main Street Program has a strong relationship with the local Landmark Commission and recently held a joint workshop titled “What every board member needs to know: an introduction to historic preservation.” Main Street has had the privilege of helping downtown businesses restore façades for 18 retailers during the past 4 ½  years, with assistance from the Texas Historical Commission (THC), Texas Main Street design staff reviewing proposals. Wild Bill’s Western Wear is but one example. Bill and Carol Newton, owners of Wild Bill’s Western Wear, restored the façade of their 1904 historic building (originally Huston’s Drug Store) in 2008. Removing the more recent Wild Bill’s Western Wear sign and its eye-catching boot, revealed a large, well-preserved yellow sign, J.C. Penney, a national retailer that resided in the location for many years. Bill said he had an older gentleman come into the store to buy his wife a pair of house [image: image4.jpg]


slippers because he saw the J.C. Penney sign. Bill explained about the restoration of his building and the historic sign and that he only sells western wear. 
The downtown square hosts many events. Market Days occurs every third Saturday of the month, except in January and February.  The Chamber of Commerce hosts 75+ vendors each month and more than 1,000 customers visit the square and shop with local merchants at this time. The Downtown Merchants Association and the Bay City Main Street Program have worked together to bring many events to the downtown square. 

A few notable ones are Christmas Around the Square, 12 Days of Christmas in December, and the highly successful Girls Night Out, which brought more than 500 people to shop the different businesses. The most fun event is Trick or Treat Around the Square. Children and parents decked out in costumes walk from store to store, before heading to the Baptist Church, right off the square, to enjoy the annual church carnival. We would love for you to come and visit us here to enjoy the historic beauty, unique shopping, friendly people, and outstanding food in Bay City, the Gateway to the Great 

Outdoors.

Thanks to Karen Hitzfeld, co-manager of the Bay City Main Street Program, for providing this article.

NEWS

The Dollars and Sense of Texas Tourism, TTIA Video
Hosted by Bob Phillips, Texas Country Reporter, this Dollars and Sense of Texas Tourism video outlines the economic impact of the travel and tourism industry in Texas. See www.ttia.org for more information.
AROUND THE STATE
Del Rio

Del Rio kick started a citywide retail study anchored in its historic downtown.  The study will match the community’s psychographic profile with key national retailers and restaurants, as part of an aggressive recruitment strategy.
WELCOME
Texas Main Street welcomes new managers: Chuck Dart in Ferris, Marsha Valdetero in Gladewater, and Clint Hardeman in Pittsburg.
EVENTS
Please remember if you want one of your Main Street events posted here, email jill.robinson@thc.state.tx.us at least three weeks ahead of the month in which you want the posting.
May 1, Taylor

Formerly the Bloomin Festival, the Taylor Zest Fest will offer something for everyone, including horticultural demonstrations, cultural and heritage entertainment, agricultural exhibits, and more. Call 512.352.5448 or see www.ci.taylor.tx.us/index.asp?NID=321 for more information.
May 1, Waxahachie

The Ellis County Hispanic Organization (E.C.H.O) will present the 2nd Annual Cinco de Mayo Fiesta in downtown Waxahachie, Texas. This year’s entertainment will include: Jaime Y Los Camacos, The Tequila Boyz, Algo Suave, Escape, Conjunto Outlaws, Ballet Folklorico Dos Tierras, and Mariachi Girasol. For more information, see http://waxahachie5de5.com
May 7 and 14, Elgin

Celebrating 20 years as a Texas Main Street City, Elgin will hold its music series in historic downtown at Veterans’ Memorial Park, beginning at 7:30 p.m. each evening. Join us on May 7 for Beto y Los Fairlanes and on May 14 for Matt Wilson and his band. For more information, call 512.281.5724  
May 7–8, Brenham
The 120th annual Maifest is a community-wide festival celebrating local German heritage through the youth of the community in light of the joys of springtime. Highlights of the Brenham Maifest include extravagant parades, elegant coronations, a children's carnival and culminates with the Maifestival. The "German Village" promotes the German Heritage of Brenham and Washington County. 

The celebrations begin both days at 10:30 a.m. in downtown Brenham with a parade. See www.maifest.org for more information.
May 7–8, Bridgeport

For more than 25 years, Bridgeport has celebrated Butterfield Stage Days, a fun-filled festival the second weekend in May full of stagecoach rides, artisans, chuck wagons, Bridgeport Idol, and the Main Street Stick Horse Rodeo. In 2007, a PRCA Rodeo was added to the mix and quickly began breaking attendance records while drawing top competitors from across the nation.  
While you are here, visit the historic downtown district, truly the heart of the community.  The three-block area boasts unique boutiques, delicious dining, and the Bridgeport Stage, a versatile performance venue called home by Wise County’s community theater group, the Off 380 Players. See www.bridgeportchamber.org/7962309_75844.htm for more information.
May 8, Del Rio

Over the past four years, Taste of the Town has become an enjoyable evening for patrons in downtown Del Rio. At Taste of the Town, we have assembled a selection of Del Rio’s finest signature foods. The event will tempt your taste buds while featuring free culinary delights from multiple border restaurants and will enchant your ears with Texas’s favorites Micky and the Motorcars. Join us as we eat, drink, and dance the night away on May 8 from 7–11 p.m.
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May 8, Rockwall

Rockwall Main Street will host the San Jacinto Street Art Market in downtown Rockwall beginning May 8 (the downtown farmers market opens May 8 as well, so come prepared for lots of activity.) The Art Market will open from 9 a.m.–2 p.m. on the second Saturday of each month, May through October. It will be located on San Jacinto Street across from the historic Courthouse and will serve as a marketplace for local artists who have a passion to share their talents with the community. See http://mainstreet.rockwall.com for more information.
May 8, Rockwall

Rockwall Main Street and Rockwall County Historical Foundation will host guided historical walking tours downtown in honor of Preservation Month. The Rockwall County Historical Foundation will offer a brief presentation at 9:30 a.m. on the historic courthouse lawn and walking tours will immediately follow. For more information, visit http://mainstreet.rockwall.com. 
May 14–15, Waxahachie

Start Your Engines! The Lion’s Club Mini Grand Prix Race will once again be held in historic downtown with white knuckles gripping the small steering wheels of these tiny vehicles. Visit www.downtownwaxahachie.com/events/ or email Anita Williamson at awilliamson@waxahachie.com. 

May 15, San Marcos

Sit back, relax on the banks of the San Marcos river, and enjoy the sounds of Texas western swing legends at the Texas Natural and Western Swing Festival. Food, crafts, fun, and plenty of western swing entertainment. For more information, see www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/departments/mainstreet/TexasNaturalFestival.htm or call the Main Street office at 512.393.8430. 
May 21–23, Grapevine
The 26th annual Main Street Days  outdoor exhibition features fun-filled adventure in historic downtown. Kick off summer in Grapevine where families gather for that ultimate grillin’, chillin’ and thrillin’ experience. Festivities include an outdoor exhibition featuring interactive activities and grilling demonstrations. Festival guests will have the opportunity to watch and/or participate in scuba diving, BMX stunts, trampoline acrobat stunts, quad bungee jumping, kayaking, carnival and midway, and much more. See www.grapevinetexasusa.com/mainstreetoutdooradventure/?gclid=CLL24O3UnaECFQdS2godbXpRvw 
May 22, McKinney

Downtown McKinney Art Walk will be hopping from from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. McKinney Main Street invites you to come down and visit the shops downtown, hosting artists representing every mix and medium of art.  More than 50 artists will showcase their art in store fronts throughout downtown. A series of uniquely decorated frogs will line the downtown streets to guide shoppers into shops. The Art Walk is a perfect opportunity to come down and experience the magic of the historic shopping district. The weather is just right to enjoy the day with your family and indulge in shopping, dining, and art of all kinds. For more information please call McKinney Main Street at 972.547.2660 or visit

www.downtownmckinney.com.
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May 22, Rockwall

Rockwall turns 156 this year! Help us celebrate at the annual Founder’s Day Festival in historic downtown Rockwall. Enjoy live music, food, and fun throughout the day and into the evening. Old Town Shoppes of downtown will partner with Rockwall Main Street to host the Sip and Stroll Wine Tasting from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Stroll through the downtown shops tasting a variety of wines and register to win one of two gift baskets each valued over $500. After the wine tasting head back to the courthouse lawn and enjoy legendary songwriter and performer Robert Earl Keen.     

Music and festival schedule: http://rockwallfoundersday.com
Sip and Stroll schedule: http://mainstreet.rockwall.com
June 4–5, Denton

The 17th annual Dog Days of Denton begins with yappy hour on Friday evening and Saturday events include a pet parade, dog show, live entertainment, demos and performances by canines and their trainers, “Glamfur” photos, canine contests, arts and craft vendors, pet care information, pet rescue groups and fantastic festival foods. See www.dogdaysdenton.com for more information.
June 11–12, Elgin
President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation into law on January 1, 1863. Texans did not receive word of this proclamation until June 19, 1865, when Major Gordon Granger sailed into Galveston and issued a general order declaring that, “in accordance with a proclamation from the Executive of the United States, all slaves are free.” In observance of this event, Elgin celebrates the occasion the second weekend in June with a parade, pageant, dance, and festival. The events take place in downtown Elgin at the Veterans’ Memorial Park. For more information, see www.elgintx.com/JUNETEENTH.asp 
Bootstrap Bucks Header
CONFERENCES/
WORKSHOPS/ SUMMITS
Texas Economic 
Development Council Trainings
The Texas Economic Development Council (TEDC) will be offering  the following economic development sales tax trainings for 2010:

May 21, Abilene

August 13, Waco

October 5, Houston

December 3, Austin

For details, see www.texasedc.org/node/70  

Travel and Tourism 
College
From June 13–18, the Texas Travel Industry Association presents an intensive week-long course in all aspects of marketing, promotion, communications, and sales related to travel and tourism. No matter what stage in your career, this is a truly exceptional educational experience. This course will be taught at Texas State University in San Marcos.  See www.ttia.org for more information.
GRANTS
THC Preservation Trust Fund Grant
The Texas Historical Commission (THC) is accepting Texas Preservation Trust Fund Grant Program applications for fiscal year 2010. Application forms are now available on the THC web site at www.thc.state.tx.us/grantsincent/gratptf.shtml, or by contacting the THC at 512.463.6094.  

The deadline for receipt of applications is 5 p.m. on Friday, June 11, 2010.
The Texas Preservation Trust Fund Grant Program application process for fiscal year 2010 is a two step process. First, all applicants are required to submit a brief application form to the THC for review. The THC will select the highest priority projects from the initial applications and invite those applicants to move forward to the second step. Successful applicants will continue the process by submitting detailed project proposals by November 30, 2010. Full project proposals will be considered by the THC for final grant awards in January 2011.

The Texas Preservation Trust Fund Grant Program is your opportunity to save and protect Texas’ threatened historic structures and significant archeological sites. Grant awards may be used for restoration work, architectural planning, archeological investigation, preservation planning, curatorial, resource survey, and heritage educational training.  

By submitting an application, you are notifying our office of educational needs in your community and advising us of endangered historic properties and archeological sites that may soon be lost if this valuable assistance is not provided. We encourage you to submit an application so we may continue to demonstrate the need for our efforts.

Play a part in preserving significant historic resources and providing heritage education across Texas!

2010 Calendar of Events
· May 2–5, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

National Main Street Conference, see www.preservationnation.org/main-street 

· Oct. 26–30, Austin, Texas

National Preservation Conference, see www.preservationnation.org 

· Nov. 2–5, El Paso, Texas

Texas Downtown Association/Texas Main Street Annual Conference, El Paso, see www.texasdowntown.org 

Web Sites of Interest
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation: www.achp.gov 
African American Heritage Preservation Foundation: www.aahpfdn.org
(The) Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation: www.ahlp.org 

American Institute of Architects: www.aia.org 
American Planning Association: www.planning.org 
American Society of Landscape Architects: www.asla.org
(The) Cultural Landscape Foundation: www.tclf.org 

Handbook of Texas Online: www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online 

Institute for Cultural Landscape Studies: www.icls.harvard.edu  

Keep Texas Beautiful: www.ktb.org 

League of Historic American Theaters: www.lhat.org 
National Main Street Center: www.preservationnation.org/main-street 

National Park Service: www.nps.gov 
National Trust for Historic Preservation: www.preservationnation.org 

Texas Department of Rural Affairs: www.tdra.state.tx.us 
Preservation Easement Trust: www.preservationeasement.org 
Preservation Directory: www.preservationdirectory.com 

Preservation Texas: www.preservationtexas.org 

Project for Public Spaces: www.pps.org 

Rails to Trails: www.railstotrails.org 

Sacred Places: www.sacredplaces.org 
Scenic America: www.scenic.org  

Texas Commission on the Arts: www.arts.state.tx.us 

Texas Downtown Association: www.texasdowntown.org 

Texas Folklife Resources: www.texasfolklife.org 

Texas Historical Commission: www.thc.state.tx.us 

Texas Parks and Wildlife: www.tpwd.state.tx.us 

Texas Rural Leadership Program: www.trlp.org 

Texas State Preservation Board: www.tspb.state.tx.us 

Urban Land Institute: www.uli.org 
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Huston’s Drug Store 1917(top left)… became J.C. Penney Co (top right)….became Wild Bill’s Western Wear (bottom left)…when in 2008 a façade grant was approved from Bay City Main Street (bottom right.)
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Market Days is held every third Saturday of the month.
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The Downtown Merchants Association and Main Street host the very popular Trick or Treat around the Square.
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