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Spotlight on Canton
(population 5,147 )

Canton is a quaint East Texas Main Street City that brings to mind shopping and dining experiences around a turn-of-the-century town square. But once a month this peaceful town of 5,147 becomes the seventh largest city in Texas when 200,000 to 400,000 people visit First Monday Trade Days, the oldest, largest, continuously operating outdoor market in the United States, 60 miles east of Dallas on IH 20. 
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The tradition began in 1850 when the circuit judge came to town, the county seat of Van Zandt County, to hold court on the first Monday of every month. This became the day when people would come to town to stock up on staples, bring in crops, vegetables, livestock, farm animals and handcrafted items to trade and sell around the courthouse square. The trading continued downtown until the 1960s when the City of Canton purchased official park-like grounds for the market just two blocks north of the square. The trade days area has continued to expand over many years and the shopping areas now cover almost 400 acres with space for 7,000 vendors in open-air and indoor venues. Despite its name, First Monday is no longer held on the first Monday of the month, but on the Thursday through Sunday preceding the first Monday of every month.
The trade days may have moved but historic downtown has remained strong. As the county seat of Van Zandt County and a Texas Main Street City, the town bustles with services and activity all the time. Canton has maintained a successful downtown revitalization program since entering the Texas Main Street Program in 2001. The historic Main Street district includes the courthouse square and renovated shops and storefronts. The district offers many venues for shopping, including elegant antiques and collectibles, clothing, a popular Victorian tea room, western wear, a jewelry shop, floral and gift shops, a bakery and coffee shop, several restaurants, and a winery. 
Canton Main Street has partnered with the Canton Economic Development Corporation to provide matches for several improvement projects. In 2004, a $2 million streetscape project provided handi[image: image4.jpg]


capped-accessible sidewalks and period lamp posts to the district. A Main Street Project added banners, benches and matching trash receptacles and a landscaped parking lot just off the square. A Texas Capital Fund Main Street Improvement Grant will complete another block of the streetscape this fall and a grant application has been made to TxDOT’s Transportation Enhancement Program for sidewalk improvements that will tie the First Monday Trade Days grounds with downtown. This year, more building renovations are expected with Canton Main Street offering $10,000 in combined cash incentives to Main Street District building and business owners that [image: image5.jpg]


want to improve their properties.     

Also in the Main Street District, the 1940s theater building was renovated in 2005 and now houses a museum of Canton history and the Brewer bell collection, one of the largest bell collections in the state. The building is also the home of the Main Street Program office, the Canton Economic Development Corporation, City of Canton Marketing Department and the Chamber of Commerce. 
Choose your favorite season of the year and chances are there is a festival in Canton to commemorate it. There is a Valentine’s Western Swing Ball, the Van Zandt County fair and rodeo, the Free State Blue Grass Festival going 34 years strong, July 4 celebration, annual Autumn Stroll and the crowning of Miss Main Street amid the pumpkins, Main Street Christmas events including an open house downtown, annual parade with Santa atop a vintage 1937 fire truck, and more.  
Canton’s Main Street Program director Mercy Rushing and assistant director Lynn Kitchens have more than 20 years of combined experience in the Texas Main Street program. If you would like to know more about historic downtown Canton or any of the activities listed here, please contact Mercy or Lynn by calling 903.567.1849 or emailing mrushing@cantontex.com or [image: image6.jpg]


lkitchens@cantontex.com. 
Thanks to Mercy Rushing, manager of the Canton Main Street Program and Lynn Kitchens, assistant manager, for providing this article.

NEWS
Congratulations to THC Award Winners in Texas Main Street 
Cities
Corsicana Main Street manager, Malinda Veldman was one of two recipients of the Anice B. Read Award of Excellence in Community Heritage Development at the Texas Historical Commission’s (THC) annual conference in Houston on April 23. The award, named for the founder of the Texas Main Street Program, recognizes an individual or organization for exemplary work in downtown revitalization, preservation planning, heritage tourism or visioning, which promotes the economic impact of historic preservation in Texas.
“Malinda Veldman’s commitment to preserving historic assets in Corsicana demonstrates her enthusiasm for saving the real places of Texas and telling their stories,” said THC Executive Director Mark Wolfe. “Veldman’s dedication to enriching the lives of others through history has played an important role in preserving our state’s past, as well as enhancing its future.
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Sharing the Anice B. Read award was Ken Gunter of San Angelo, a charter member of Downtown San Angelo Inc. (San Angelo’s Main Street Program) and leading preservationist in historic downtown San Angelo for 40 plus years. Mr. Gunter has been investing in downtown San Angelo for 35 years so current and future generations can appreciate the craftsmanship, struggle, and achievement of their forebears.
Sharon Chamblee of Mineola was honored with the John L. Nau III award of Excellence in Museums. Ms. Chamblee is a Main Street board member, bed and breakfast owner and has been chair of the Mineola Historical Museum since 1999. A 10-year dream came to fruition with the grand opening of the Mineola Museum of Transportation and History. From the time the city purchased the 1937 depression-era postal facility in 1998, ideas, dreams, fundraisers and hard work were put forth to achieve the goal to make this building a historic museum.
AROUND THE STATE
Del Rio

Del Rio approved a $3M project in April that will install new infrastructure along Main Street over the next 12 months. The area is made up of eight blocks and will include upgrades to all underground utilities and sidewalks as well as curb and gutters and new paving and grading to accommodate storm run-off.
WELCOME
Texas Main Street welcomes two new managers. Victoria Collins in La grange will be retiring in a few months and Scott Byler, the original Main Street manager in LaGrange from 1996-2003, will be the new Main Street manager. Also, welcome to Amie Wood, new manager in Colorado City.
EVENTS
Please remember if you want one of your Main Street events posted here, email jill.robinson@thc.state.tx.us at least three weeks ahead of the month in which you want the posting.
June 2–5, Grand Saline

The 36th annual Salt Festival will include a rodeo, antique and classic car show, horseshoe games, concerts, pet show, health fair, street dance, arts and crafts, baking contest, gospel concerts, and much more. For the complete schedule, see www.saltfest.net/Forms/36th%20Annual%202010%20Salt%20Festival%20Schedule.pdf 
June 14, 11, 18 and 25, Gonzales
Grab your lawn chair and dancing shoes! Texas Heroes Square is the place to be every Friday night in June! It’s season two for the Gonzales Main Street Summer Concert Series, and this year, the series will feature regional and statewide talent, games, food, and family attractions. The events are free and run from 6 to 11 p.m. Bring your family and friends and start a new summer tradition of enjoying great music in the beautiful outdoors on Texas Heroes Square in historic downtown Gonzales. For the list of great entertainers and more info, see www.cityofgonzales.org/upload/1G1GvH2Fs5_2010%20GMSSCS.pdf, or visit the official Gonzales Main Street Facebook page for photos and more information. 
June 4–5, Denton

The 17th annual Dog Days of Denton begins with yappy hour on Friday evening and Saturday events include a pet parade, dog show, live entertainment, demos and performances by canines and their trainers, “Glamfur” photos, canine contests, arts and craft vendors, pet care information, pet rescue groups and fantastic festival foods. See www.dogdaysdenton.com for more information.
June 4–6, Longview

AlleyFest is an East Texas celebration of the arts in downtown Longview. This year marks the 32nd annual event which will include alley art, an alley run, music, children’s entertainment and more. For additional information, visit www.alleyfest.org
June 5–6, Waxahachie

42nd Annual Gingerbread Trail will include a tour of homes, vintage cars on the square, quilts displayed around the beautiful Ellis County Courthouse, and arts and crafts in Getzendaner Park on the century-old Chautauqua campgrounds.  Other activities, include a pancake breakfast fly-in at Mid-Way Regional Airport on Saturday morning. For more information, visit www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txecm/
June 11, McKinney

McKinney Main Street is proud to announce the first annual Bike the Bricks closed-course “crit” bike race in historic downtown. The focus will be to deliver a nail-biting and interactive event that will draw increased exposure not only to health and wellness but highlighting our unique historic downtown.  The event will include interval races along with a mayoral cup challenge, [image: image8.jpg]


live entertainment, food, and drink. The climax of the event will draw in racers from across the state and beyond as these cyclists square off and chase a $15,000 purse. 500 cyclists are anticipated to participate in the event, and thousands of spectators to enjoy event amenities. For more information, contact McKinney Main Street at 972.547.2660 or visit www.downtownmckinney.com.

June 11–12, Elgin
President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation into law on Jan. 1, 1863. Texans did not receive word of this proclamation until June 19, 1865, when Major Gordon Granger sailed into Galveston and issued a general order declaring that, “in accordance with a proclamation from the Executive of the United States, all slaves are free.” In observance of this event, Elgin celebrates the occasion the second weekend in June with a parade, pageant, dance, and festival. The events take place in downtown Elgin at the Veterans’ Memorial Park. For more information, see www.elgintx.com/JUNETEENTH.asp 
June 19, Farmersville
The 11th annual Audie Murphy Day celebration will be held in historic downtown. Events will include a parade at 5:30 p.m. and a ceremony honoring local veterans at 6:30 p.m. A veterans reception will be held at First Baptist Church from 3–5 p.m. featuring various war memorabilia. Local displays will be open at the Bain-Honaker House and at the Rike Memorial Library during the day. For more information, contact Farmersville Main Street at 972.784.6846 or email a.wolf@ci.farmersville.tx.us.
June 24–26, Canton
Celebrating its 34th year, the annual Free State Bluegrass and Classic Country Music Festival will be held in downtown Canton at the Civic Center. Enjoy the best of the best Bluegrass singers and bands. For more information, contact the Canton Main Street Office at 877.462.7467 or see www.bluegrasscanton.com 
July 3–4, Elgin

Elgin will “Chalk It Up” on Saturday at 10 a.m. in Veterans’ Park downtown with their annual sidewalk chalk art contest. The People’s Patriotic Parade and Celebration will take place on Sunday at 1 p.m. and there will be fireworks at dusk sponsored by Southside BBQ Market.
July 4, Gonzales
Join in for a Redneck Jedi concert, fireworks, food and games at JB Wells Park pavilion. See,  www.cityofgonzales.org 
Bootstrap Bucks Header
CONFERENCES/
WORKSHOPS/ SUMMITS
League of Historic American Theaters Conference in San Antonio
The Historic Theatre Advantage: How and Why “We Will Survive!” will be the theme of the 34th annual conference July 14–17 in San Antonio. For more information, see www.lhat.org/conference_theatre.asp 
Texas Economic 
Development Council Trainings
The Texas Economic Development Council will be offering  the following economic development sales tax trainings for 2010:

August 13, Waco

October 5, Houston

December 3, Austin

For details, see www.texasedc.org/node/70  

Travel and Tourism 
College
From June 13–18, the Texas Travel Industry Association presents an intensive week-long course in all aspects of marketing, promotion, communications, and sales related to travel and tourism. No matter what stage in your career, this is a truly exceptional educational experience. This course will be taught at Texas State University in San Marcos. See www.ttia.org for more information.
GRANTS
THC Preservation Trust Fund Grant
The Texas Historical Commission (THC) is accepting Texas Preservation Trust Fund Grant Program applications for fiscal year 2010. Application forms are now available on the THC website at www.thc.state.tx.us/grantsincent/gratptf.shtml, or by contacting the THC at 512.463.6094.  

The deadline for receipt of applications is 5 p.m. on Friday, June 11, 2010.
The Texas Preservation Trust Fund Grant Program application process for fiscal year 2010 is a two step process. First, all applicants are required to submit a brief application form to the THC for review. The THC will select the highest priority projects from the initial applications and invite those applicants to move forward to the second step. Successful applicants will continue the process by submitting detailed project proposals by Nov. 30, 2010. Full project proposals will be considered by the THC for final grant awards in January 2011.

The Texas Preservation Trust Fund Grant Program is your opportunity to save and protect Texas’ threatened historic structures and significant archeological sites. Grant awards may be used for restoration work, architectural planning, archeological investigation, preservation planning, curatorial, resource survey, and heritage educational training.  

By submitting an application, you are notifying our office of educational needs in your community and advising us of endangered historic properties and archeological sites that may soon be lost if this valuable assistance is not provided. We encourage you to submit an application so we may continue to demonstrate the need for our efforts.

Play a part in preserving significant historic resources and providing heritage education across Texas!
The Soda Jerk is the newest restaurant on the downtown square featuring old-fashioned 1950s-style malts, shakes, and atmosphere

2010 Calendar of Events
· August 18–20, New Braunfels
Texas Main Street Summer Workshop including all-day Preserve America Workshop on August 19
· August 19, New Braunfels
Preserve America Workshop (more details to come)
· Oct. 26–30, Austin
National Preservation Conference, see www.preservationnation.org 

· Nov. 2–5, El Paso
Texas Downtown Association/Texas Main Street Annual Conference, El Paso, see www.texasdowntown.org 

Web Sites of Interest
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation: www.achp.gov 
African American Heritage Preservation Foundation: www.aahpfdn.org
(The) Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation: www.ahlp.org 

American Institute of Architects: www.aia.org 
American Planning Association: www.planning.org 
American Society of Landscape Architects: www.asla.org
(The) Cultural Landscape Foundation: www.tclf.org 

Handbook of Texas Online: www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online 

Institute for Cultural Landscape Studies: www.icls.harvard.edu  

Keep Texas Beautiful: www.ktb.org 

League of Historic American Theaters: www.lhat.org 
National Main Street Center: www.preservationnation.org/main-street 

National Park Service: www.nps.gov 
National Trust for Historic Preservation: www.preservationnation.org 

Texas Department of Rural Affairs: www.tdra.state.tx.us 
Preservation Easement Trust: www.preservationeasement.org 
Preservation Directory: www.preservationdirectory.com 

Preservation Texas: www.preservationtexas.org 

Project for Public Spaces: www.pps.org 

Rails to Trails: www.railstotrails.org 

Sacred Places: www.sacredplaces.org 
Scenic America: www.scenic.org  

Texas Commission on the Arts: www.arts.state.tx.us 

Texas Downtown Association: www.texasdowntown.org 

Texas Folklife Resources: www.texasfolklife.org 

Texas Historical Commission: www.thc.state.tx.us 

Texas Parks and Wildlife: www.tpwd.state.tx.us 

Texas Rural Leadership Program: www.trlp.org 

Texas State Preservation Board: www.tspb.state.tx.us 

Urban Land Institute: www.uli.org 
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The Soda Jerk is the newest restaurant on the downtown square featuring old-fashioned 1950s-style malts, shakes, and atmosphere
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Malinda Veldman, Corsicana Main Street manager, and preservationist, Kenneth Gunter of San Angelo receive the Anice B. Read Award of Excellence in Community Heritage Development
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Autumn stroll on the Van Zandt County courthouse lawn in downtown Canton.
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Historic downtown view from the Van Zandt County Courthouse lawn
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Downtown mural depicts Canton’s heritage since 1850
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Buffalo Street on the courthouse square.
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