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Spotlight on Beeville and 

Goliad
Beeville
(Population: 12,736)
The city of Beeville and Bee County were both named for Bernard Bee, Texas Secretary of State and Texas Secretary of War during the 1840s. Beeville has had three courthouses, the original built in 1860, the second built in 1878 (which burned in 1911) and the current courthouse built in 1912. As part of the Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program (THCPP), the Bee County courthouse has been restored and was rededicated in May 2006.
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 The discovery of oil and gas in the county in 1929 led to the building of several large office buildings in Beeville, but the great depression was soon to follow. A Naval Aviation Station was set up during World War II and although it was deactivated at war’s end, it was reopened for Korea. It was closed again in 1992, and a reminder of its presence is noted by the aircraft on the courthouse lawn.

Beeville was accepted into the Texas Main Street Program in 2006 and downtown Beeville has reinvested more than $12 million in the last three-and-a-half years through its Main Street Program…with more to be added as large projects are completed. There have been 11 façade improvement project renovations completed, with six more currently in progress! TxDOT is completing a $4 million drainage mitigation project to manage a downtown flooding problem, a new pavilion has been built in a previously unused city parking lot and that has led to the creation of a new farmer’s market. The City was also recently awarded the Texas Capital Fund Grant for sidewalk work in the downtown area. Our Tax Increment Finance Zone revenue has allowed us the opportunity to have working capital to accomplish our infrastructure goals (there will be a Friday session during summer training on this very successful effort). 

In addition to excellent projects, Beeville also has great shopping. People come to Beeville from all over Texas to go to Hogue’s Jewelry, The Wicker Basket (home décor and clothing) and Delphine’s Antinques. These shops are all owned by the same family and they have truly made a name for themselves. Downtown is also home to many other great businesses…including several new ventures that are adding to the appeal of the downtown area. 

Now, traveling 29 miles down the road to Goliad…

Goliad     
(Population: 2,037)
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Goliad is at a crossroads—like many small communities whose economy has been based on ranching and agriculture, Goliad has not developed an industrial base and its residents have either moved to larger cities or commuted to nearby cities for employment. The trek away from Goliad also has encouraged shopping in other communities and the result has been a general decline in the quality of goods and services in the central business district. In addition, the depressed state of agriculture and the oil and gas industry has led to increased unemployment. Goliad residents have become aware of the town’s potential for developing its tourist industry. The town is strategically situated at the intersection of two major highways—US 59, traveled by thousands of visitors going to and from Mexico; and US 183, the route traveled by winter Texans going to and from the Rio Grande Valley. Goliad’s commitment to its own success was shown in its application to be a 1984 Main Street town. Since being selected, it has consistently moved forward. Goliad County was a participant in the THCPP and successfully restored and rededicated its 1894 courthouse in December 2003. Another sign of progress is the organization of Goliad Retailers and Merchants Association (GRANDMA)—cooperation among downtown businesses is essential to developing a vibrant central business district.
One of the short-term recommendations for advertising Goliad in 1984 (a recommendation from the original Texas Main Street resource team report) was exploring the possibility of placing more signs pointing to Goliad farther from town and doing a better job of pointing out to pedestrians, with signage, the points of interest, merchants, restaurants and service businesses.
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Enter a dormant 501©3 organization with about $5,000 in funds to assist with that short-term recommendation. Working with the Goliad Main Street Program, a sign was developed and a signmaker secured. The husband-wife team of Patrick and Ginger Westphal of OutSpoken Images in Kerrville (also a Main Street City) have committed to see this program through successfully. With the funds, the first 22 signs were provided to the merchants in the order that they signed. Subsequent businesses could purchase the signs tax-free via the Main Street office and through the use of the non-profit organization’s status. Business owners are able to choose the font for the business name lettering, giving each business uniqueness, with the City of Goliad logo added giving every sign a bit of continuity.

Comments are always positive from visitors and residents alike. People can find the businesses they frequent and discover those they don’t—with a little help from signage—down on Main Street.
Thanks to Molly Young, manager of the Beeville Main Street Program, and Erika Bochat, manager of the Goliad Main Street Program for providing this article.

NEWS
Guide for Determining the Economic Impact of Festivals and Events
The Lower Colorado River Authority’s (LCRA) Community and Economic Development Department (CED) has posted its “how-to” guide entitled, “Determining the Economic Impact of Festivals and Events,” on its web site (see link at the end of this article). It is designed to equip local leaders with the knowledge and tools necessary to determine the value of events on their local economies.
The guide provides background on the basics of an Economic Impact Analysis (EIA), and provides step-by-step instructions on three different ways to conduct an EIA for a local festival or event. The guide also includes helpful sample tools like a survey, size estimator, survey results spreadsheet, and a listing of Texas counties by state travel region.
The rationale for conducting an EIA can vary. Here are several of the most common reasons:
· increase event sponsorship opportunities

· generate more governmental and community support for the event

· raise community awareness and enhance community pride

· highlight the economic benefits of local festivals and events

· compare competing worthwhile projects when faced with public funding

· constraints and shortages

· increase or justify allocation of public funds (e.g., hotel tax) for an event
Ultimately, no matter which rationale is used, the bottom line comes down to return on investment. The investment typically takes the form of public funds (usually hotel tax revenue) or private funds (like chamber of commerce revenue) that is allocated to organizations to help cover the costs of hosting an event. The returns are the economic benefits that the community realizes as a result of having the event. Go to:

www.lcra.org/community/ecodev/downloads.html and click on Determining the Economic Impact of Festivals and Events: A “How-To” Guide for Communities to download the PDF version of this document.

AROUND THE STATE

Amarillo

Amarillo will have a giant pep rally and rooftop jazz concert to kickoff construction of its new Courtyard by Mariott in downtown. 

Freeport
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Main Street held an Oral History Day in its soon-to-be museum building on May 23rd.  About 30 senior citizens attended. There was a videographer who recorded nine people (with their permission) as they reminisced about Freeport’s early days. This is an excellent Preservation Month (or anytime of the year) project to emulate.
New Braunfels

On Monday, May 11, the New Braunfels City Council unanimously approved the creation of the city’s first historic district.  The Sophienburg Hill Historic District is located on Academy Avenue in downtown New Braunfels.  An unveiling of the new district’s street signs was held on Saturday, June 13.
Taylor

Taylor’s annual Bloomin’ Festival on May 2 brought a record number of people to historic downtown with an estimated 7,000 attendees. This is the major fundraiser for the Taylor Main Street program.  

EVENTS
Please remember if you want one of your Main Street events posted here, email jill.robinson@thc.state.tx.us at least three weeks ahead of the month in which you want the posting.

June 3–July 29, Amarillo
Center City of Amarillo's High Noon on the Square begins its 14th summer entertainment season Wednesday on the lawn of the Potter County Courthouse, 500 S. Fillmore St. Each week a caterer will offer lunch for $5, and a different group will perform on the west side of the courthouse from noon to 1 p.m. The event averaged about 350 attendees each week last year. For more information, call 806.372.6744.
July 3, Elgin

Chalk It Up: Children’s Sidewalk Art Contest will take place at Veterans’ Memorial Park. The Elgin Parks and Recreation Department sponsors this free children’s sidewalk art contest each July. The program is cosponsored by the National Recreation and Park Association. The theme is “Celebrating Freedom in the USA.” Prizes will be awarded to winners in the various age groups. For more information, see www.elginpard.com.

July 3–4, Waxahachie
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Designated as the Crape Myrtle Capital of Texas, Waxahachie offers some of the best crape myrtles in the state. Citizens celebrate freedom each year with the spectacular fireworks display and tailgate party on the night of July 3 followed by a hometown crape myrtle parade and festival on July 4 on Main Street. For more information, see www.waxahachiechamber.com. 

July 4, Cotulla
Cotulla Main Street Fourth of July Celebration, Parade and Grand Fireworks Display. A fun-filled day with an Ice Cream Freeze-Off, cake walk, watermelon eating contest, seed spitting contest, washer pitching tournament and many more activities.  Lots of food and entertainment.  

July 4, Elgin

Push, Pedal, Pull and Pets is the theme of the annual patriotic 

fourth of July parade and celebration. Everyone is invited to walk down historic Main Street from city hall to the Veterans’ Memorial Park for a celebration of our nations freedom. All non-motorized entries are accepted. Food and fun follow the parade with a short program and a Soap Box Derby exhibition by the local cub scouts. Call 512.281.2477 or see www.elginpard.com.

July 4, McKinney
McKinney celebrates its unique charm and sense of community at Red, White & BOOM!  Enjoy a weekend of family fun beginning with a community parade, car show, Ice Cream Crank Off, live music, food and festivities in historic downtown McKinney. The Soccer Complex at Craig Ranch will host event more family-friendly activities and chart-topping musicians before the Fourth of July fireworks display. For more information or to participate in the festivities please visit www.mckinneytexas.org. 
July 11–12, Levelland

The Chamber of Commerce will hold its 48th Annual Early Settler’s Day on July 11. More than 80 entries will be featured in the kickoff parade and 100 vendors are expected to be selling their wares around the Hockley County Courthouse throughout the day. Levelland Main Street and the Chamber will partner for the second annual Gospel on the Hill on Sunday, July 12. The multi-denominational gospel music event is scheduled to be held at the beautiful Lobo Lake Pavilion in the Main Street District.

July 11, Weatherford

Come celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Parker County Peach Festival in historic downtown Weatherford from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. More than 30,000 folks flocked to downtown Weatherford for this outstanding one-day event in 2008! There will be peachy treats, quality arts and crafts, childrens events, a Jurassic Adventure, the peach pit classic car show, peach pedal bike ride (www.peachpedal.com), non-stop entertainment and more. You can be entertained by local celebrities, amused with the diaper derby and get to catch a peek of this year’s Ms. Parker County Peach winners. See www.weatherford-chamber.com  for more details. 

July 24–25, Huntsville

Huntsville Main Street Summer Film Festival will be held on July 24–25 at Old Town Theatre. Dinner at The Stardust Room followed by the Italian movie “Life is Beautiful” will be shown at 8 p.m. on Friday, July 24.  On Saturday, July 25th “Swiss Family Robinson” at 1 p.m. and Alfred Hitchcock’s “Rear Window” at 4 p.m. will be shown.  Saturday evening dinner at The Stardust Room followed by the Marilyn Monroe movie “Some Like It Hot” at 8 p.m.  Tickets for Dinner and Movie are $20 and tickets for a movie only are $5. Call 936.291.5920

July 25, Pecos

Night in Old Pecos and Cantaloupe Festival will be held from 6 p.m. until midnight. Streets are blocked off in downtown with a variety of vendors and live music. Call 432.445.2406 for more information.

Bootstrap Bucks Header
CONFERENCES/
WORKSHOPS

TTIA Regional Tourism Workshops
The Texas Travel Industry Association is offering regional workshops to help you rein in the power of tourism in your communities. Each workshop will be an intense day with industry experts offering stimulating and information-packed presentations, including the latest information and innovative tools and strategies to help Texas communities build and sustain local tourism success. 
Workshop information:
July 22, Salado

August 5, Nacogdoches

August 26, San Angelo

October 15, Seguin

November 4, Rockport
See www.ttia.org/events/event_list.asp.
TTIA Summit

The Texas Travel Industry Association Summit 2009 will be held in Arlington Sept. 27–30. there will be four value-packed days of education, inspiration, networking, business opportunities and more. See www.ttia.org/events/event_details.asp?id=31015.

AWARD NOMINATIONS

First Lady’s Texas Treasures Award Nominations
Many communities realize significant social and economic benefits from actively preserving structures, landscapes and heritage. Consider nominating your authentic Texas place for the prestigious second annual First Lady’s Texas Treasures Award. First Lady Anita Perry, acting as honorary chair in partnership with the THC, is highlighting communities that show a high level of creativity and ingenuity in utilizing THC tools and programs to preserve their Texas sense of place. 

Each year, up to five Texas communities will be presented with an award based on received nominations. The program recognizes historic preservation initiatives and projects that combine several resources offered by the THC and other preservation organizations or state agencies, helping to tell the real story of Texas by showcasing those communities that value and protect their heritage.
Be inspired by the inaugural winners Castroville, Georgetown and Mount Vernon in video clips found on the THC web site as well as download a 2010 application at www.thc.state.tx.us (click on First Lady’s Texas Treasures Award). The nomination deadline is Aug. 31. For more information, contact April Garner with the THC Heritage Tourism Program at april.garner@thc.state.tx.us or call 512.463.2630.

JOBS
Luling

City of Luling is seeking applications for the position of Main Street Manager. Applicants must be self starter, creative and deal well with the public.  Need to possess computer and graphic design skills and have a background or good understanding of marketing and promotions.  Send cover letter, resume and job history to City Manager, Bobby Berger, 509 E. Crockett, Luling, Texas 78648 or drop by City Hall.  Applications accepted until 5 p.m. on July 10, 2009.

2009 Calendar of Events
· August 4, Beeville
Texas Capital Fund Application workshop
· August 5, Beeville
Interim Training for new managers who have not attended January New Manager Training
· August 5–7, Beeville/Goliad
Texas Main Street Summer Workshop
· November 3–6, Tyler

Texas Downtown Association/Texas Main Street Annual Conference

2010 Calendar of Events
· May 2–5, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

National Main Streets Conference

Web Sites of Interest

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation: www.achp.gov 
African American Heritage Preservation Foundation: www.aahpfdn.org
(The) Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation: www.ahlp.org 
American Institute of Architects: www.aia.org 
American Planning Association: www.planning.org 
American Society of Landscape Architects: www.asla.org
(The) Cultural Landscape Foundation: www.tclf.org  
Handbook of Texas Online: www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/ 
Institute for Cultural Landscape Studies: www.icls.harvard.edu   
Keep Texas Beautiful: www.ktb.org 
League of Historic American Theaters: www.lhat.org 
National Main Street Center: www.mainstreet.org 
National Park Service: www.nps.gov 
National Trust for Historic Preservation: www.nthp.org   
Office of Rural Community Affairs: www.orca.state.tx.us  
Preservation Easement Trust: www.preservationeasement.org/home 
Preservation Directory: www.preservationdirectory.com 
Preservation Texas: www.preservationtexas.org 
Project for Public Spaces: www.pps.org 
Rails to Trails: www.railstotrails.org 
Sacred Places: www.sacredplaces.org 
Scenic America: www.scenic.org   
Texas Commission on the Arts: www.arts.state.tx.us 
Texas Downtown Association: www.texasdowntown.org 
Texas Folklife Resources: www.texasfolklife.org 
Texas Historical Commission: www.thc.state.tx.us 
Texas Parks and Wildlife: www.tpwd.state.tx.us  
Texas Rural Leadership Program: www.trlp.org  
Texas State Preservation Board: www.tspb.state.tx.us 
Urban Land Institute: www.uli.org 
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Top: Restored Joe Barnhart Bee County Library


Bottom: Historic Rialto Theater currently being restored.
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Top: Goliad County Courthouse on the downtown square.


Bottom: Welcome to Historic Goliad banners.
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Bee County Courthouse





Join us for the 


Texas Main Street 


Summer Workshop 


in Beeville and Goliad! 


August 4–7





A Texas Capital Fund grant 


application workshop will be held from 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m. on 


August 4 in Beeville.





For new managers who have not yet attended any training, Interim Training will be held on August 5 in Beeville beginning at 8 a.m.





The Summer Workshop will 


begin on August 5 at 1 p.m. and end at noon on Friday August 7.





Holiday Inn Express�2199 Highway 59, Beeville�Phone 361.358.7300


This room block begins Aug. 3


Rate: $99


Refer to: Texas Main Street 


Deadline for room block: July 19





Best Western Texan Inn


2001 Highway 59 E, Beeville�361.358.9999


This room block begins Aug. 5


Rate: $89


Refer to: Texas Main Street 


Deadline for room block: July 19
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Top: Downtown pedestrian 


signage project.


Bottom: Downtown Goliad.
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