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Spotlight on Amarillo
(population approx. 200,000)
Center City Block Party Celebrates 15th Great Year
Center City (Main Street Program) of Amarillo will light up Polk Street with a 30-foot neon sign celebrating the 15th year of Block Party and the new Courtyard by Marriott at the historic Fisk Building at 8th and Polk streets.

Center City started the Block Party 15 years ago with one stage and a handful of musicians. Today, the party has grown to become the largest regional music festival and the official end-of-summer party for Amarillo and the Texas Panhandle.

Over the years, the party has grown to include five stages, 25 bands, and four city blocks. Weather permitting, more than 10,000 people will attend.
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Center City is an urban Main Street program and relies on the Block Party as a major fundraiser to support its activities throughout the year. 
Center City’s support is like a three-legged stool: one third support from the city of Amarillo, one third membership dues and one third from the Block Party. We need all three legs to be strong.
To keep Block Party fresh, a volunteer committee works for nine months to organize the event. The biggest year to date was in 2006 when Center City rededicated the 33-foot Paramount Theater sign with a lighting ceremony. Amarillo Police Department officials estimated that 15,000 people attended.

For 2010, Center City will capitalize on two star-studded events: the lighting of the 30-foot Courtyard by Marriott neon sign at the historic Fisk Building and a performance by Lacey Brown, an Amarillo native who ranked 12th in the national American Idol competition this year.

The party succeeds because of partnerships Center City has developed with community groups and volunteers. To increase the number of volunteers and to support local nonprofit organizations, Center City works with groups from OUTstanding, NAACP, Los Barrios de Amarillo and Holy Cross Academy to adopt ticket gates or staff beverage booths. In return, these diverse groups receive a donation for their own charities. For one night, Center City has an army of more than 300 volunteers working at the party.

Center City also partners with participating local bands and pays them an honorarium for their performance. With only 25 spaces, there is a waiting list of bands that want to play because they know they will get the biggest audience of the year at the Block Party.
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For 2010, the event will be from 5 p.m. to midnight on Saturday, Aug. 21.  New this year will be a special VIP area with reserved parking, special entertainment, and food. For the first time, Block Party tickets are being sold online. 

New things/activities are continually added to make the party better. This is a great committee. We will try different ideas for a few years and test them. If they don’t work, we go on to the next idea.
Thanks to Beth Duke, executive director of Center City Amarillo Main Street Program for providing this article.

AROUND THE STATE
Bastrop Passes          Milestone in Downtown Revitalization
Bastrop citizens and visitors alike turned out in force on July 17 to mark the completion of a major milestone in its downtown revitalization initiative.

[image: image5.jpg]


The event was the ribbon cutting on a major upgrade—visible and not—on Chestnut Street, a major thoroughfare through Bastrop and the east-west axis of Bastrop’s 62-block Main Street Program area. More than 200 people were on hand July 17 to cut the ribbon and celebrate the completion of a major milestone in the Chestnut Street Improvement Project.

Readily apparent changes are new curbing, stamped concrete crosswalks and sidewalks, new period lighting and 41 inset bronze medallions celebrating Bastrop’s long history. Utility poles and overhead lines have been removed in favor of underground electrical, telephone, and cable service; an arborist has trimmed and treated trees along the street, water lines have been replaced and sewer and storm water drainage has been improved.  

At each street corner are medallions commemorating Bastrop’s 1832 founding on El Camino Real de los Tejas, the Old Spanish Road, which transected the heart of the town on its route from Old Mexico through San Antonio, into East Texas and beyond into Louisiana. Inset into sidewalks along both sides of Chestnut are 19 additional medallions, each depicting a formative event or place in Bastrop’s history. 
The July 17 event was both a ribbon cutting for the project and the unveiling of the bronze medallions inset in the now pedestrian-friendly Chestnut Street pathway from Main Street, the most historic core, to the convention center site, five blocks east. The festivities also included shuttle service to the nearby Deep In The Heart Art Foundry where the medallions were designed and cast. The foundry visit featured a tour of its new gallery and the production facility itself, one of four in the U.S. capable of casting monumental bronze pieces using the lost wax process.
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The Chestnut Street Improvement Project is funded entirely by the Bastrop Economic Development Corporation (BEDC) through the one-half cent sales tax dedicated to local economic development as authorized by voters in 1995. BEDC has also figured prominently in substantial upgrades to Bastrop’s Main Street—in funding both infrastructure upgrades and $25,000 “mega grants” and $5,000 “façade grants” to lift private investment in the historic downtown area through a partnership with the Bastrop Main Street Program.

According to Bastrop Mayor Terry Orr, the BEDC/Bastrop Main Street  partnership has helped stimulate more than $4 million in private investment in the historic core over the past four years, a total investment that has transformed and revitalized Bastrop’s downtown business district while securing the preservation of historic structures.

Thanks to Dick Smith of Bastrop and Nancy Wood, manager of the Bastrop Main Street Program for providing this special Bastrop feature.
AROUND THE STATE (continued)

Georgetown

“Friday Night Lights” filmed a few scenes from season five at Southwestern University, the old Masonic Lodge building (restaurant scene), and at the City Offices building Conference Room, which was to be a school board meeting room.

Also, Georgetown will be officially awarded the inaugural Scenic City Certification–Gold Level Award by Scenic Texas and Texas Municipal League on Sept. 16., see www.sceniccitycertification.org  

McKinney

Congratulations to McKinney for achieving Money magazine’s number five spot for Best Places to Live 2010. Money.cnn.com stated that “what makes McKinney stand out is its gem of a downtown. Lovingly restored 19th-century buildings house restaurants, boutiques, and galleries; the 1875 courthouse contains a new performing-arts center.”
EVENTS
Please remember if you want one of your Main Street events posted here, email jill.robinson@thc.state.tx.us at least three weeks before the month in which you want the posting.

August 21, Amarillo

Center City Block Party, see Spotlight article on page one.


Sept. 11, Rockwall
Main Street Rockwall and The Old Town Shoppes of Rockwall present the 2nd Annual Rockwall Rib Rub & Run. Teams will fire up their grills for a smokin’ hot barbecue competition in downtown Rockwall! Residents and visitors flock to the historic town square for a fun filled day featuring good music and good eats! After you participate in the morning, 5K Fun Run hosted by Rockwall Running Center you can take it easy and stroll through the Shoppes of Old Town collecting the winning hand in the “Poker Stroll!”
Sept. 24-25, McKinney

McKinney meets Bavaria. Drawing on the colorful tradition that began in Munich, Germany in 1810, the McKinney Oktoberfest will represent many things to many people.  We will celebrate our diversity with a cultural event that reflects the many contributions of German immigrants who settled in Texas. We will enjoy a fun, family-friendly event that will offer authentic German music, food and drink, traditional costumes, dancing, children’s activities, and much more.

Germans have a special word, Gemütlichkeit, suggesting a warm atmosphere of open and generous hospitality. That’s how we will welcome residents and friends of McKinney, as well as thousands of guests from our sister cities including many who have not yet come to know the great things to be offered by our dynamic community. As they wander our more than 162-year-old downtown streets enjoying the attractions during the fest, they will experience our diverse array of vibrant specialty shops and restaurant.

For more information please visit www.downtownmckinney.com or contact McKinney Main Street at 972.547.2660.

Bootstrap Bucks Header
CONFERENCES/
WORKSHOPS/ SUMMITS
Texas Economic 
Development Council  (TEDC) Trainings
The TEDC will be offering the following economic development sales tax trainings for 2010:

August 13, Waco

October 5, Houston

December 3, Austin

For details, see www.texasedc.org/node/70  

Texas Travel Industry Association (TTIA) Workshops
TTIA is heading to a town near you  with its regional tourism workshop series! Don’t miss this valuable full-day workshop for tourism professionals. 

Lufkin: Wednesday, August 4 

Bandera: Wednesday, October 6 
Abilene: Thursday, November 4
For details, see www.ttia.org 
GRANTS
Meadows Foundation
Arts and Culture Grants and 
Civic and Public Affairs Grants are available with the Meadows Foundation. Applications are accepted at any time, see
www.mfi.org/display.asp?link=QW61QZ
NOMINATIONS and DESIGNATIONS
National Trust’s Dozen Distinctive Destinations

Since 2000, the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Dozen Distinctive Destination program has recognized cities and towns that offer an authentic visitor experience by combining dynamic downtowns, cultural diversity, attractive architecture, cultural landscapes, and a strong commitment to historic preservation, sustainability and revitalization. In each community, residents have joined together and taken action to protect their town’s character. Browse this site to learn more about these distinctive places. Apply today to become a Distinctive Destination! Deadline: Sept. 10. See www.preservationnation.org/travel-and-sites/travel/dozen-distinctive-destinations/ddd-guidelines.html 
Preserve America 

Communities may apply for special designation as a Preserve America Community, which recognizes communities that: protect and celebrate their heritage; use their historic assets for economic development and community revitalization; and encourage people to experience and appreciate local historic resources through education and heritage tourism programs. Application deadline is September 1. See www.preserveamerica.gov/communities.html
2010 Calendar of Events
· August 18–20, New Braunfels
Texas Main Street Summer Workshop, including all-day Preserve America Workshop on August 19
· August 19, New Braunfels
Preserve America Workshop (more details to come)
· Oct. 26–30, Austin
National Preservation Conference (www.preservationnation.org) 
· Nov. 9–12, El Paso
Texas Downtown Association/Texas Main Street Annual Conference, El Paso (www.texasdowntown.org) 

Websites of Interest
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation: www.achp.gov 
African American Heritage Preservation Foundation: www.aahpfdn.org
(The) Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation: www.ahlp.org 

American Institute of Architects: www.aia.org 
American Planning Association: www.planning.org 
American Society of Landscape Architects: www.asla.org
(The) Cultural Landscape Foundation: www.tclf.org 

Handbook of Texas Online: www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online 

Institute for Cultural Landscape Studies: www.icls.harvard.edu  

Keep Texas Beautiful: www.ktb.org 

League of Historic American Theaters: www.lhat.org 
National Main Street Center: www.preservationnation.org/main-street 

National Park Service: www.nps.gov 
National Trust for Historic Preservation: www.preservationnation.org 

Texas Department of Rural Affairs: www.tdra.state.tx.us 
Preservation Easement Trust: www.preservationeasement.org 
Preservation Directory: www.preservationdirectory.com 

Preservation Texas: www.preservationtexas.org 

Project for Public Spaces: www.pps.org 

Rails to Trails: www.railstotrails.org 

Sacred Places: www.sacredplaces.org 
Scenic America: www.scenic.org  

Texas Commission on the Arts: www.arts.state.tx.us 

Texas Downtown Association: www.texasdowntown.org 

Texas Folklife Resources: www.texasfolklife.org 

Texas Historical Commission: www.thc.state.tx.us 

Texas Parks and Wildlife: www.tpwd.state.tx.us 

Texas Rural Leadership Program: www.trlp.org 

Texas State Preservation Board: www.tspb.state.tx.us 

Urban Land Institute: www.uli.org 
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Community partners including the U.S. Army (top) and the National Weather Service bring activities to the Polk Street Block Party.
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Nancy Wood, Master of Ceremony and Main Street Manager, welcomes the public to the ribbon cutting marking the completion of Stage 2 of the Chestnut Street improvement. The event was hosted by the Bastrop Main Street Program and produced by the Organization Committee under chair Shawn Pletsch. 
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At each street corner medallions have been laid commemorating Bastrop’s 1832 founding on El Camino Real de los Tejas. This medallion (above) features the Bastrop Advertiser, Texas' oldest continuously published weekly newspaper.  
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Attendees enjoying the Block Party, which raises one third of Center City’s annual budget.  The historic Fisk building (top, background) will house the new Courtyard by Marriott opening in the fall.
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Join us for the 


Texas Main Street 


Summer Workshop 


in New Braunfels! 


August 18–20





For new managers who have not yet attended any training, Interim Training will be held on August 18 in New Braunfels beginning at 8:30 a.m.





The Summer Workshop will 


begin on August 18 at 1 p.m. and end at noon on Friday August 20. There will be an all-day Preserve America workshop held in conjunction with training on August 19.





Fairfield Inn and Suites by Marriott (host hotel, but no sessions will be held here)�� HYPERLINK "http://www.ffisnewbraunfels.com" ��www.ffisnewbraunfels.com� 


1465 I-35 North


New Braunfels, TX 78130


830.626.3711


1.877.628.3711


Rate: $89


Refer to: Texas Main Street 


The deadline for the room block has expired, but you can see if you can still get a room.





Faust Historic 


Downtown Hotel�www.fausthotel.com


240 South Seguin


New Braunfels, TX 78130


830.625.7791





Rates: 1 night for $99/night,          2 nights for $89/night, 3 nights for $84/night


Refer to: Texas Main Street 


Deadline for room block: Aug. 10
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The Center City Block Party is the largest regional music festival with five stages and 25 bands. Bottom right: Musician Andy Chase performs at the 2009 Block Party.
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